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and your back 
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ON THE COVER: 
It doesn't get much 
faster looking than a 
slippery Countach 
replica. Joe Greeves 
‘managed to snap a 
few shots of Final 
Goncept's tumkey 
Lambo clone in a quiet 
‘moment at Daytona. 
‘The inset photo shows. 
a happy throng of 
Unique Motorcars’ 
owners at the recent 
Cobrafest gathering. 
Aside from running 
"heic cars hard, they 
are no doubt happy 
because of ай of the 
‘Southem hospitality 
the company delivers. 
Photo by Dan Buril. 
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We seem to suffer the same plight 
the street rod business; the gray- 
ing of our participants. As we grow 
older in our hobbies, we need to con- 
sider ways of attracting younger 
potential specialty-car builders to 
maintain and grow the industry 
I think we do a considerable dis- 

service to our ranks by continually 
moving upscale and thus out of reach 
for younger enthusiasts. Where have 
all the entry-level kits gone? As a spe- 
у-саг industry we tend to pro- 

mote high-dollar projects and seem- 

ingly ignore the builder on a small 

budget. Pride in the accomplishment, 

however, doesn't have a price tag. 

A case in point was an extreme 
experience at a car show I drove to in. 
a cool, eye-grabbin' Rodster that cost. 
about $12,000 to build. A TV news 
crew showed up and walked directly 
to the car, asking if they could do 
their live news spot while sitting in it. 
‘The arrangements were made, and 
ultimately thwarted by the show pro- 
moter's objections that a $70,000 
sponsor's car should be used instead. 
In her closing report of the show, the 
reporter mentioned the cost, and you 
could hear TV channels being 
switched all over St. Louis. I feel 
strongly that to have done the report 
from my ride and mentioning its cost 
to build, the reaction would have been 
more like, “Wow. That's cheaper than 
a production car and looks like a lot 
more fun.” While we understand the 
value of promotion, it was a lost per- 
fect opportunity to reach a somewhat 
untapped audience and show the 
affordability of our hobby, and not. 
scare potential builders away think- 
ing they could never afford to build 
such mega-dollar cars. Magazines are 
also guilty, and this magazine per- 
haps guilty to a lesser degree. It’s our 
aim to cover the waterfront in every 
issue and present a broad range of 
products to fit virtually every budget. 
We use the upscale cars as dream fac- 
tors, examples to which we all aspire. 

So, can you think of any logical 

| ways we can grow our business? We 
talk about and think about this sub- 
ject quite a bit, and haven't, until 

| recently, landed on any logical direc- 
tion. Since we began talking about 
the füture of kit cars, though, we 
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attended the annual Carlisle show 
which, in the past few years, has 
included an Import Power Jam as 
part of the festivities, That segment is 
aimed, of course, at the hottest part of 
the car world—import performance 
cars—which represent everything 
from rolling boom boxes to hot quarter- 
milers. Their owners have been 
referred to as the hotrodders of the 
new millennium because they take a 
perfectly good inexpensive production 
car, hop it up, and change its appear- 
ance so as to be distinctive. The after- 
market is loaded with performance 
equipment, suspension gear, and 
nearly everything needed to produce 
very cool cars that perform. 

At the show, several of us gray- 
beards were standing around talking. 
and took notice of a couple of stock, 
ubiquitous Japanese cars sitting side 
by side nearby. Looking at the very 
similar windshields and side gl ofa 
Honda Accord and a hunkered-down 
Acura NSX, the answer to our what's- 
next query seemed obvious. Here's a 
young, new audience of car builders 
who understand what it takes to pro- 
duce a distinctive, hot car, but who 
probably haven't considered a kit car. 
Sure, they graft body panels and 
wings to their cars, but what about. 
using their car as the foundation for 
something totally custom, something 
like—oh, I don't know—a body that 
has the aura of an NSX maybe. It 
wouldn't take too much engineering to 
figure out a way to take the whole 
front-wheel drivetrain, as a unit, and 
transplant it into a mid-ships place- 
ment, and then utilize as much of the 
donor's other components as possible 
Tt could also be configured as а rebody 
project perhaps, much like the Fiero 
conversions. It could even take on а 
single-donor-car personality like those 
custom chassis cars that utilize Mus- 
tang 5.0 components. 

T know a couple of gray-beard: 
who would relish owning and dri 
a little mid-engine rocket pushed by a 
300hp Corvette killer. Who wouldn't? 
We've talked up these ideas to as 
many manufacturers as we can, so 
don't be surprised to see some novel 
new vehicles appearing on the pages. 
of this magazine, and maybe some of 
our sister mags like Super Street. We 
know of one builder who took the bait 
and is already hard at work develop- | 
ing a neat kit. Remember, you heard. 
it here first Jim Youngs 
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REAL KIT CARS 

Tam a kit car owner (five cars 
presently). I drive them all and 
built them all. I am not like most 
people who buy them or subcontract 
them out. 

What I am so pissed about is you 
do not write anything about the 
average owner, or things “real” kit car 
people do, 

Enclosed are write-ups from the 
Lidge (Belgium) to Agadir (Morocco) 
and back rallye held last year. 
Nothing is heard about these real kit 
cars, not show Cobras. This was a 
rough journey, with all kinds of 
adversity to overcome—freezing cold 
in the Pyrenees Mountains, heat in 
the desert, bad roads, stoning by 
Arabs. And these are real kit car 
owners who overcame it. 

‘There is another rallye from Liège 
to Targa (Sicily) and return to Lidge. 
Give them some support, and maybe 
some candy-ass Cobra will enter. 

‘The cost of entering is $8,400 and 
is broken down as follows: 


$1,000: round-trip to Belgium, driver; 
$1,000: round-trip, codriver; 

$1,000: entry fee; 

$1,400: fuel (from $4-$6/gallon), 
$3,000: ship car to and from Antwerp; 


$1,000: incidentals—lodging, licenses, 
and insurance. 


I tried to get backers to help me 
last time, but entrants are restricted 
to two small spots on a car for 
advertising. 


‘Thomas Kaye 
Jacksonville, FL 


Thanks for sending along the reports 
of that long-distance boogie. We have to 
agree with you that great adversity had 
to be overcome. If we read it correctly, 
entrants consisted mostly of odd 
neoclassics and Lotus 7 repops. We have 
do take issue with you, however, on your 
description of real kit cars" and 
“average owners.” Just because a guy 
takes his car on a hazardous, long- 
distance trip which just happened to 
include adventurous encounters with 
tribal stonings, mud bogs, and snooty 
camels, doesn’t make him an average 
‘owner driving a real kit car. 

We regularly talk about folks 
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making cross-country trips, using their 
cars for making money, setting speed 
records, racing, and the like. Spending 
nearly $10,000 to enter such an 
adventure sounds like a bit of folly to 
us. The fact that the organizing body 
limits the amount of advertising space 
on the cars says to us that they want to 
keep it a continental thing. If, however, 
we lived on that side of the pond апа 
had a suitable car (maybe even a 
"candy-ass Cobra" with some ground. 
clearance) we might be up to the 
challenge. We liken these participants 
to those hearty fellows who take on the 
Camel Trophy adventure just for the 
sake of trial by adventure. They aren't 
regular guys, by any stretch of the 
imagination. They're more likely 
adrenaline junkies who spend several 
weeks in a jungle somewhere with 

little other than their trusty Land. 
Rover, a Swiss Army knife, waterproof 
matches, and enough materials to 
construct a pontoon bridge. Quite 
honestly, our experience indicates that 
Kit Car readers (like yourself) relish 
the build process and enjoy the 
‘admiration, which makes them real 
hit car people owning real kit cars. 


READER HELP 

Lenjoy your magazine very much 
and have been a subscriber for sev- 
eral years. Keep up the good work. 

1 know you help your readers with 
kit car-related problems and, since I 
first saw the PISA Artero in your 
magazine, it is partly your fault that 
Tm in the fix Г in. I think you 
should be willing to help me out. 

After seeing the Artero in your 
magazine, I fell in love with the fan- 
tastic lines and immediately went out 
and purchased a Pontiac Fiero anda 
PISA Artero body kit. I then told my 
wife that I would require her ‘garage 
for “about three months or so.” Then, 
I began my project. 

Well, it's now two and a half years 
later and I just completed my car. It 
is really beautiful, even more beauti- 
ful than the one you wrote about 
being given away at the Carlisle 
show. In fact, it is too beautiful to sit 
outside. I told my wife that a little 
snow shoveling (to get to her car) was 
good for her and that the sun wouldn't 
harm her paint like it might the 
Artero's. This held her off for a while, 
but somehow she has wised up and ` 
told me to return her garage immedi- 


————————— 


ately! She said if I couldn't give up 
the car, I would have to leave with it. 
Since you are partly to blame for 
my situation, I think you should pro 
vide me with a place to live and a pro- 
tected place to park my beauty. If you 
won't do this, then I think you should 
at least buy my Artero and give her a 
good home. 
Gerald Eagan 
Los Alamos, NM 


You relate a familiar story, one 
that even our editor has experienced 
numerous times. Here are a couple of 
tips that you may have missed. Short 
of posting a romance ad when looking 
for potential spouses that reads "Seek- 
ing attractive female with hot car. 
Send photo of car," think about offer- 
ing to dig her car out of the snow even 
if it means getting up earlier than you 
like. Experience has shown that 
spouses love the chivalry, and delight 
in a toasty, warmed-up car with 
cleared windows in which to drive to 
work. We are not even partly to blame 
for your kit project and subsequent 
marital problems. We've warned you 
over and over not to fall in love with 
these cars, not to try pulling the wool 
‘over your spouse's eyes, not to expect 
your wife to understand the 
man [machine relationship, and not to 
expect any appreciation of your project 
until it's done and she discovers how 
good she looks in it. Sure, welll find a 
home for your Artero, right after we 
find spots for all of Editor Youngs’ 
unfinished vehicles. Don't hold your 
breath! We can't afford to buy it 
either. We're afraid you're on your own 
on this one, but we wish you all the 
best as you return to the single life. 


MYSTERY ID 
‘The “Mercedes” pictured in the 
July issue's Mailbox article is actually 
а Jaguar! It looks to me like an early 
Antique and Classic 85-100. The 
squared-off cow], tubular bumper, 
and bustle rear sure look a lot like 
the one I have in a box in New Jer- 
sey. Il bet it’s a VW-based model 
from the early "70s. 
Dan Hooven 
Calistoga, CA 


Good call! We missed it completel 
ond just took the letter pert s 
"scription without checking it. It’s 

hard to determine if the anne an 


Antique & Classic model since several 
‘companies built various versions of 
that design. Antique & Collectible 
Autos (800/245-1310) still offers an 
55.100 kit. The one pictured here is 
from Time Machine (904 | 796-6860). 


WRAITH UPDATE 
You guys at Kit Car are unreal. In 

the Kit Tech section of the May '99. 
issue, Chris McMahon asks several 
questions concerning the kit featured 
in the movie, The Wraith. You gave a. 
background information on the vehi- 
де detailed enough to give him exact. 
height, width, wheelbase, and even 
weight. However, no kits were to be 
found in production as of today. 
Myself, being very interested in the 
movie and in love with the car, did a 
little research. I'm not a mechanic or 
a computer nerd and I don't know a 
lot about kit cars, but half an hour on 
the Internet, and what did I find? You 
guessed it—someone with access to 
the plans for the car who happens to 
sell turnkeys and partial builds of the 
Wraith II. His online address 
mewalkerusa@netscape.net, and he's 
also known as Michael Walker, 
770/517-6014. 

Tm not a professional researcher, 
but I do think that if you could do 
enough research to give exacts specs, 
at least go the extra step. Nothing 
personal—I love the book. Its just a 
little constructive criticism. Hopefully, 
Chris and a few more of your readers 
will benefit from this information. 

With that said, I have a question 
for you. Keeping in the theme of 


famous cars, I need information about 
the car featured in the "808 TV show 
Hardcastle & McCormick. Y know 
that there was a modified Manta 
Montage in carlier episodes and a 
modified DeLorean in later episodes. I 
am interested in the Montage. Where 
can I get a kit? 
‘Taobi Silva 
Hampton Bays, NY 


Thanks for the tip off on the 
Wraith car. We're still a little bit in 
the Stone Age here, having recently 
upgraded from typewriters and box 
cameras to computers. We're yet to be 
able to accelerate hard on the onramp 
to the information superhighway. As 
for your Montage questions, we sug- 
gest calling Warp 5 Engineering 
(816/228-2960), as they have all the 
tooling for those cars. 

kc 


Letters in Kit Car reflect the 
opinions of the writers and do not 
imply the endorsement of this 
magazine. Write to us at Mailbox 
Kit Car, 6420 Wilshire Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90048, or by e-mail to 
kitcarGpetersenpub com. Letter 
should include the writer's name. 
address, and phone number or e- 
mail address. We reserve the г 
to edit letters for clarity, brevity 


or other editorial purposes but, 


due to the volume of mail reccived, 


we can't answer personally 
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1715 LAKES PARKWAY 
LAWRENCEVILLE, GA 30043 
770-995-6300 FAX 770-513-4406 
E-mail: proshockt Gao.com. 
Visit our new web site at: 
www.proshocks.com. 
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SPECIALTY SCENE 


EURO UPHOLSTERY KIT 

Gary's Custom has just completed this Euro-s 
rior kit to fit Fiero and Fiero-based kit cars. The kit con- 
sists of a two-piece dash with instrument cluster, faceplate 
for VDO gauges, center АІС vents, center console, shifter 
and boot, soat covers with Fronch scams, custom door 
panels, carpet kit, and floor mats. Prices start at $2,285. 
For more info, contact Gary's Custom, Dept. KC, 419 Den- 
bigh Blvd. No. F, Newport News, VA 23608; 757/833-8883; 
www.gscustom.com. 


GET YOUR KITS ON ROUTE 66 
The mid-point of historic Route 66 is in Adrian, Texas, 
near the famous Bent Door Cafe (the door is actually bent 


to follow the contour of the building). The currently aban- 
doned Bent Door has been featured on numerous Route 66 
specials on TV and is a recognized landmark (look for it on 
3rd Street in Adrian). A special attraction for kit car fans 
is the three homebuilt cars that are deteriorating out 
front. One is a three-whesler that appears to be similar to 
plan sets sold by Quincy-Lynn Enterprises in the'80s. 
Another (the middle car in the photo) is a homebuilt 
sports car with metal body panels, The car їп back was 
built from a set of plans sold by Robert Whitehead (also 
available through Popular Mechanics). It has a metal body 


and a six-cylinder engine. All are very rough and in need 
of vast amounts of rescue efforts. 
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PHOTO BY HAROLD PACE 


Lamborghini Roadster 
Revell-Monogram 

Kit No. 85-1908 

Scale: 1:24 


LITTLE KITS 
Only 12 Lam- 
borghini Diablo 
Roadster VTs сате 
ios Tr arent Red, and Chrome 
plated pieces. 


you dont own one. 
There is a small, 
really small, way to 
quench a burning desire while you save up the 
bread for a fullsize replica: Revell-Monogram’s 1:24- 
scale SnapTite® kit. This kit is 32 pieces of multi- 
colored plastic that's a lot less complex than the real 
thing. Its basically an open-top curbside kit, which 
means no engine and limited suspension detail. 
‘That doesn't spoil the fun, though. Most of the car's 
distinctive lines and attributes are present. Revell’s 
Snaptite line features interlocking or snap-together 
assemblies that are held together by two small 
screws that connect the chassis to the body. The 
wheels utilize solid-axle bars that pass through the 
body, allowing the finished car to roll freely on its 
wide vinyl tires. Pressure-sensitive decals are 
included to represent dashboard instruments, turn 
indicators, and badges. A little detailing paint here 
and there would perk up the outward appearance, 
but it's not necessary. 

‘The body panels are molded in dark metallic. 
blue, the undercarriage and interior in tan, a clear 
windshield (always preferable), and tr, апзрагег red. 
for the taillights. The completed roadster looks quite 
nice as a shelf piece or can offer a great distraction 
for the kids when they want to play “race ear” with 
| Your expensive die-cast collection. The SnapTite 

Diablo Roadster is part of Revell-Monogram’s cur- 

rent lineup, so finding it should be no harder than а 

trip to your nearest hobby shop. Even if your real kit 

car still isn't finished, you should be able to button. 
| this one up in less than an hour.— Thomas 


Voehringer 


“I feel like Im diagonally parked 
in a parallel universe.” 


Molded in Metallic Blue, Tan, Clear, 


| 
пра това 


THIS AINT YOUR OLD MAN'S 


The Race-Bred Automobile 
for Street & Track... 
The Legend Grows 


COBR 


Cobra in the world utilizing a semi- 
monocoque chassis with front. 
upper suspension rockers and. 
inboard mounted coilover, 


cockpit adjustable 
anti-roll bars 


BAJA HUMMPER 


SPEEDSTER / ROADSTER 


SPYDER VW ENGINES. 


RYAN MOTORS 2321 SANTA FE AVENUE, VISTA CALIFORNIA (760) 599-6813 
Visit us at our website at Enjoya.com 


_  __ == =— 


| script as he works, 


| automotive paint 


SPECIALTY SCENE 


THOW-TO BODYWORK 


VIDEOS 

Some ofus learn by reading, oth- 
ers by taking classes, and the rest 
prefer to watch instructional videos 
(in our case, we need all three). If you 
are a video fan, these instructional 
VHS tapes from Scott Bruning at 
Zlherspy can be a big help. Bruning 
is a do-it-yourself guru for the Datsun. 
Zar crowd and sells a variety of 
tapes on tune-ups and such, as well 
asa line of carburetor parts and ser- 
vices. The tapes with the most appeal 
to Kit Car readers are “Fiberglass 
Installation and Repair’ and “Secrets 
of the Automotive Painter.” Bruning 
is a hands-on kind of guy, and these 
videos wont win any awards for pro- 
duction values. However, they are 
packed full of hard-core information 
‘you won't get in most of the slick stuf 
put out by product manufacturers. 

In “Fiberglass Installation and 
Repair” Bruning takes you through 
the installation of a fiberglass aero kit 
on an early 2407. He covers the prob- 
lems that all such installations ran 
into. The parts don't fit all that well, 
апа he shows how to correct the prob- 
lems so they won't come back and 
haunt you later. He also shows how 
to deal with manufacturing defects, 
from which many fibergiass panels 
suffer. In the repair 5 


so you get the feel- 
ing youre standing 
there in the shop 
while an experi- 
enced friend does 
the work. 

“Secreta of the 
Automotive Painter” 
‘covers another topic 
get to kitcar 
takes us toa large 


‘nd bodywork store, describes the 
extensive range of products available, 
and does not hesitate to say which 
ones work and which don't. This is 
refreshingly honest and could save 
you а lot of headaches later. After the 
paint store visit, we take a tour of a 
body and paint shop and watch the 
pros at work. Every facet is covered, 
from priming and masking to color 
sanding and buffing: 

‘Therapy also sells tapes dealing 
with 2407, convertible conversions, 
Datsun tune-ups, and more. For more 
information on these remarkably 
inexpensive ($15 each) videos, contact 
ZTherapy at 208/587-0869 or check 
out their extensive Web site at 
www.ztherapy.com.—Harold Pace 


INTERIOR PANELS 
For you guys who thought doing 
interior work would best be left to the. 
professionals, Sid Chavers, renowned 
hot rod interior artist, has just. 
released the first in a series of videos 
called “Street Rod Interiors.” In 
“Panels” Sid walks you through, step- 
by-step, the process of creating four 
different styles of door panels. Even 
though you may not be building а 32 
Ford like he demonstrates on, there is 
a wealth of tips and tricks оп making 
custom panels that would be applica- 
ble to virtually any 
kind of car. Chavers. 
covers materials, 
methods, measuring, 
layout, and details 
for producing stylish 
panels. The company 
also has a catalog of 
| available upholstery. 
supplies to serve as a 
one-stop source to 
help you complete 
your interior project. 
For more info, con- 
tact Sid Chavers, 
Dept. KC, 880 Aldo 
Ave, Santa Clara, 
СА 95054; 408/980- 
1478.— Jim Youngs 
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In response 10 our 
editors July 99 col- 
umn. "You might be 
a car guy if... You 
rent the movie Bullitt 
to make sure 


J 
you аа miss any- 


thing good in the 


chase scenes.” 


INTERACTIVE 
EXHIBIT 


SEMA (Specialty 
Equipment Market 
Association) announced 
recently the grand opening of 
an interactive exhibit in the 
Automotive Hall of Fame in 
Dearborn, Michigan. The Hall 
of Fame is a prominent 
repository of auto industry 
historical highlights and 
exclusive features. The new 
SEMA exhibit presents the 
historical significance of the 
specialty automotive market 
and the relationship between 
the accessories industry and 
the auto business, and how it 
has evolved into a powerful 
synergy that works to the 
benefit of motorists 
everywhere, 

Present for the exhibit 
unveiling were Hall of Fame 
members Linda Vaughn, the 
first lady of racing; Eis Lohn, 
one of the founders of SEMA; 
and Bob Spar, one of the 
pioneers of safety standards 
in racing, 


EDELBR 
j^ rris INDUSTRY AWARD 


ir-Gap manifold was named the 


Kc 


One challenge you'll encounter as an 18427 owner is enjoying 
its company alone: wherever you go, it attracts admirers and stirs a 
few passions. 


The beauty's in the details: run your hands over the sculpted fender 
flares; note the smooth seams, the clean lines, the muscular, menac- 
ing stance, the thicker rollbar. Our careful attention to detail is what 
distinguishes your Lone Star Cobra replica from all others. 


Lasting beauty: your Lone Star 427 roadster's body is handlaid, 
ig only premium vinylester resin for unsurpassed uniformity, dura- 
and fit & finish. 


Under the skin: you'll uncover nothing but the finest componentry. A 
robust, superbly-crafted chassis, ready for track or street. Overbuilt? 
Perhaps. But you can be confident that your LS427 frame incorp- 
orates the industry's highest standards of rigidity, safety, perfor- 
mance. М you spring for the top-of-the-line Elite 427 turnkey 
serpent, you get a thundering, Larry Lingafelter/Edelbrock^- 
equipped FE big-block powerplant teamed with a Tremec" 5-speed, 
poised to brush away all challengers. 


For FREE information, please give us a сай on our new toll-free number, 
or check out our website а: www.cobracountry.com/lonestar 


—— —— T€ 


BLE 


Cona s энге asia Lore So 


„ then again, 


Z 


"Please note our new location and phone numbers. 


gU rhe 


| Lone Star JJ 


Classics, Inc. 


2290 M Hicks Road • Hangar #28-R 
7^ "Fort Worth, Texas 76131 


Call now toll-free 


(37) 572-2277 


Fax: (817) 439-5722 


not everyone has to. 


mance Products 
Guide — 


A Passel of Goodies to Help Your Kit Car Perform 


BIG-BLOCK FORD 

Edelbrock has introduced a Per- 
former RPM manifold aimed at non- 
emission, high-performance street 
|| 390-428 Ford FE engines. The mani- 
fold is said to have a broad operating 
range from 1,500-6,500 rpm for street 
use and high-end horsepower. It is a 
dual-plane, constant cross-sectional 
area runner design with 180-degree 
runners. Dyno testing on a 390 
engine fitted with Edelbrock carb and 
aluminum cylinder heads produced 
418 hp and over 430 Ib-f of torque. 
Also dynoed was a 427 medium-riser 
engine which churned out 501 hp. For 
more info, contact Edelbrock Corp., 
Dept. KC, 2700 California St. » Tor- 
rance, CA 90503; 310/781-2222. 


Ела ыы FUEL PUMP 
-horsepower engines requin 
large volumes of fuel, and Holleys е 
new belt driven fuel pumps are 
designed to meet such fuel demands. 
Units are available to provide fuel 
requirements for engines up to 850 
hp. Belt-driven pumps provide a lin- 
ear increase in fuel pressure and vol- 
ume as rpm increases, For more info, 
contact Holley Tech Service, Dept.” 
KC, Р.О. Box 10360, Bowling Green, 
KY 42102-7360; 270/781-9741,” 
www holley.com. 
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COOL TRANNY 
Flex-a-lite has developed a com- 
pact electric fan/transmission oil 
cooler combination for cars with 
insufficient Ram Air or limited grille 
space. The fan draws 9 amps and 
pulls 300 cfm. The fan can be activated 
with an optional thermostatic control 
The remote oil cooler features copper 
tubes for good heat transfer, billet alu- 
minum barbs, and high-efficiency tur. 
bulators. For more details, contact 
Flex-a-lite Consolidated, Dept. KC, 
P.O. Box 580, Milton, WA 98354; ` 
800/851-1510; www. flex-a-lite.com. 


STAINLESS EXHAUST KIT 
Borla has put together a Universal 
Hot Rod stainless exhaust kit with 
everything needed to build а complete | 
header-back system. Borla makes its | 
components from aireraft-quality T- 
304 stainless steel and offers the kit 
with mufflers, polished 4-inch “Phan- 
tom" tips, and complete hardware. 
The kits are available with 23-inch or 
3.inch tubing. For more details, con- 
tact Borla Performance Industries, 
Dept. KC, 5901 Edison Dr. „ Oxnard, 
CA 93033; 800/927-5129. 


MALLORY HYFIRE IGNITION 
sa Malay Ignition has announced a 
w addition to the HyFire Ignition 
product ine: the HyFire Ve Tt fn- 
tures full digital circuitry, a builtin 
three-stage rpm limiter (each 
adjustable from 1,000 to 12,000 rpm 
in increments of 100 rpm), and a 
built-in three-step retard (each 


adjustable from .1 to 25 degrees). The 
HyFire УПев rpm-activated switch is 
adjustable from 1,100 to 12,000 rpm 
in inerements of 100 rpm, that can be 
used to activate a shift light or sole- 
noid. Also included is a high-speed 
advance which provides an adjustable 
cut-in speed. For more info, contact 
Mr. Gasket Performance Group, Dept. 
KC, 10601 Memphis Av 

Cleveland, OH 44144; 2161 


GEAR-REDUCTION STARTERS 

"ACCEL has announced the intro- 
duction of high-quality gear-reduction. 
starters and components. The 
starters are lightweight, race-proven 
designs, and feature: 

* dyno tested under starting load to 
ensure dependability and reliability, 

* 33 percent smaller than most 
OEM starters for increased oil pan, 
header, and ground clearance; 

* 3.75:1 gear reduction means 40- 
50 percent more staring torque than 
OEM starters; 

* fall ball-bearing construction 
means less internal friction and more 


HOT WIRES 

SplitFire offers these patented 
Dual-Mag design spark-plug wires 
that feature two premium Kevlar- 
reinforced magnetic suppression cores 
which are each individually wrapped 
with a stainless steel winding. The 
exclusive design has only 250 ohms of 
resistance per foot at any rpm, com- 
pared to single-core wires that typi- 
cally have 500 to 750 ohms of resis- 
tance. The lower the resistance, the 
less voltage that is required to fire the 
plug. The wire sets are available in а 
wide range of applications. For more 
info, contact SplitFire Ine., Dept. KC, 
4065 Commercial Ave., Northbrook, 


GO FAST, LOOK STOCK 

PerTronix offers an ignition sys- 
tem upgrade that appears stock. The 
Tgnitor converts a points-style distrib- 
utor to a solid-state electronic ignition 
and hides entirely inside the distribu- 
tor cap. Tests have shown horsepower 
increases, improved fuel economy, 
and extended spark-plug life. The 
company has also introduced its 
40,000-volt Flame-Thrower coil to add 
more spark to the ignition. Also 
added are low-resistance spark-plug- 
wire sets featuring a dual-current. 
path. For more details, contact. 
PerTronix Inc., Dept. KC, 440 E. 
Arrow Hwy., San Dimas, CA 91773; 


torque transferred to the engine. 

For more info, contact Mr. Gasket 
Performance Group, Dept. KC, 10601. 
Memphis Ave., No. 12, Cleveland, OH 
44144; 216/688-8300. 


STAINLESS POWERMAX 

Random Technology has designed these stainless steel 
PowerMax mufllers to provide maximum power output 
‘combined with a pleasing, throaty sound. The key to the 
mufller's performance is the scientifically designed flow 
path of the exhaust. The mufflers are fully polished, аге 
manufactured of 304-gauge stainless steel, and are cov- 
ered by a limited lifetime warranty. For more info, contact 
Random Technology, Dept. KC, 1313 Temple Johnson Rd, 
Loganville, GA 30052; 770/978-0264. 


IL 60062; 847/559-2000. 


800/827-3758. 


Trey. 


— 


COMP FUEL FILTER 

Russell Performance has introduced a redesigned Com- 
petition Fuel Filter with a smooth, slim new look. The re- 
engineered filter features a smooth exterior body canister 
and is offered with AN -6 and -8 male outlets. It hasa 
disctype filter element that can be cleaned and replaced. 
А dual sealing system ensures the ultimate in filtration 
and sealing, Flow rate of the filter is up to 130 gallons per 
hour, making it ideal for engines up to 1,000 hp. For more 
details, contact Russell Performance Products, Dept. KC, 
225 Fentress Blvd., Daytona Beach, FL 32114; 904/253- 
8980; www.russellperformance.com. 
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STREET VIBES 

Since high-performance street. 
engines are at risk from torsional 
vibration damage, a Streetdampr 
may just be called for to provide pro- 
tection. The unit utilizes a special vis- 
cous fluid to control torsional crank- 
shaft vibration at all engine speeds. 
Streetdampr is made with steel billet 
housing and includes timing marks. 
For more info, contact Vibratech Inc, 
Dept. KC, 11980 Walden Ave., Alden, 
NY 14004-9790; 716/937-3603. 


MAIL-ORDER HORSEPOWER 

Autocenter offers this 320hp. 
small-block crate engine for light- 
duty applications. It features Cor- 
vette aluminum cylinder heads, 9.5:1 
compression ratio, nodular iron 
E 2 Topice = main seal, four- 

mains, forged rods, dual dipstic 

timing-chain соёт, valve covers, ee 
pump, and oil pan. Upgraded version 
of this engine includes emissions- 
legal cam and Edelbrock or Trick 
Flow aluminum heads. For more info, 
contact Autocenter Inc., Dept. KC, 
3137 Halifax St. Dallas, TX 75247; 
214/634-3900. 
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LAUNCH TIME 

Hard-launch drag racers might 
find these Front Travel Limiter kits 
valuable. Competition Engineering 
offers a pair of cables that mount to 
the chassis and lower control arm on 
each side of the car to limit front sus- 
pension separation on launch. The kit 
features a 7-position adjustment to 
dial in reaction time and eliminate 
problems associated with extreme 
wheelstands. For more info, contact 
Competition Engineering, Dept. KC, 
80 Carter Dr., Guilford, CT 06437- 
0570; 203/453-5200. 


TIGHT SEAL 

APA Industries has developed. 
these Seal-Tight flange exhaust gas- 
kets. They are made of a special 
“dead soft” aluminum gaskets, come 
in several sizes, and include stainless 
steel nuts and bolts. The gaskets are 
reusable and will not burn out. For 
more info, contact APA Industries, 
Dept. KC, 10505 San Fernando Rd., 
Pacoima, CA 91331; 800/515-6438. 


p e ec чи 


FORGED BILLET RODS 

Manley’s new aluminum Super 70 
Series of machined, forged connecting 
rods are aimed at small- and big- 
block Chevy applications, The 
advanced alloy is said to provide an 
ideal combination of strength and low 
weight at an affordable price. These 
rods are fully machined for maximum 
weight reduction. For more info, con- 
tact Manley Performance, Dept, KO, 
1960 Swarthmore Ave., Lakewood, 
NJ 08701; 732/905-3366. i 


— ES 


BLUEPRINTED TRANNIES 

А-1 Automatic Transmissions. 
offers custom-built automatics for a 
wide variety of applications. Each 
unit consists of a precision-blue- 
printed tranny equipped with heavy- 
duty bands, clutches, and steels, plus 
а modified valve body for improved 
shifting crispness and complete 
upshif/downshift control. А-1 config- 
ures each tranny to the exact needs of 
the customer, utilizing the shifting 
characteristics best suited to the 
application. Also available are 
matched torque-converter packages. 
For more information, contact А-1 
Automatic Transmissions, Dept. KC, 
7859 Canoga Ave., Canoga Park, CA 
91303, 818/884-6222 


DRIVELINE FASTENERS. 

ARP offers a complete line of drive- 
line fasteners including flywheelflex- 
plate bolts, torque-converter bolts, 
pressure-plate bolts, bellhousing 
studs, automatic transmission-pan 
bolts, ring-gear bolts, rearend-cover 
bolts, brake-hat bolts, wheel studs, 
and drive-plate bolts. ARP fasteners 
have a nominal tensile strength rat- 
ing of 170,000 or 190,000 psi which 
makes them stronger than Grade 8 
hardware, Each ARP driveline fas- 
tener is designed for the specific 
application. Most driveline fasteners 
are made from a premium-grade 
8740 chromemoly steel that's rated 
superior to aircraft quality. For 
more details, contact Automotive. 
Racing Products, Dept. KC, 531 
Spectrum Circle, Oxnard, CA 93030; 
800/826-3045. 


Christian Relief Network's Annual Fund Raiser 


WIN THIS 


Corder now | 
poles mid]: Ў 2% 
Gej "epii 


cobra427. 


‘nique 289 FIA: Viking Вие, 362 HP 289 Hi Po Built by 055, Edelbrodi 
Jag Rear, BFG s & R's, go Knockof's, Carrera Shocks! 


Ji 


жЕ? 


Send Check or 10/0 to: 
CRN Dept. #1 
P.O. Box 1388 Harrisburg, NC 28075 
$25-10 tickets, $50=40 tickets, 
$100=100 tickets, $200-300 tickets 
(auld $5 for shipping shirt) 

‘Skot hod neres wen engi hs eb bought 


Some бау t ep the chanty. Boy, wes he 
эре) when he ecened Ве мит phone cal! 


OWN THIS COMPLETE FIBERGLASS BODY FOR ONLY 3149500! 
(Plus Body is over 90% assembled) SUN RAY GT 


„Bradley GT Replica) 


* Fully reinforced body 


+ Up to 50 MPG. with stock engine 
* 0-60 М.РН. in as fast as 4 seconds with modified engine 
+ No welding, fiberglassing or special tools needed 

* Gull wing doors 

* Available 4wheel disk brakes and 5-speed transmission 
* Electric drive package also available 


FOR FREE COLOR BROCHURE and more information 
CALL TOLL FREE: 1-800-333-3494 (9-5 Central) 

rite: SUN RAY PRODUCTS CORP. 
8017 Ranchers Rd. 
Minneapolis, MN 55432 
4-612-780-0774 


WE ALSO HAVE 
BRADLEY GT AND 
INVADER GT PARTS 


John Zinn at (323) 782-2766. 
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MINICHARGER 
Powerdyne has just released а 
new, compact version of its centrifugal 
supercharger. The MiniCharger BD- 
550 is an 800-cfm version of the com- 
pany's 1,000-cfm supercharger. The 
smaller housing provides an easy fit 
Та compact spaces. It features Silent- 
Drive internal belt-drive system and 
HyperDyne impeller for comparatively 
quiet operation. The MiniCharger pro 
vides appropriate boost levels to serve 
up to 400 hp. For more info, contact 
Powerdyne Automotive Products Inc., 
Dept. KC, 104-C East Ave. K-4, Lan- 
caster, CA 93535; 805/723-2800, 
www powerdyne.com. 


POWER CLUTCH 

Getting the power to the pavement 
starts with a tough clutch like Sachs’ 
Power Clutch, a heavy-duty unit with 
‘street manners and track abil Ly. It. 
was designed for increased torque 
capacity through higher pressure- 
plate clamp loads, a stronger disc 
torsion damper, and special linings 
with increased coefficient of friction. 
Power clutch is available for a wide 
range of applications. For more info, 
contact Sachs North America, Dept. 
КО, 909 Crocker Rd., Westlake, OH. 
44145; 800/321-0784. 
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PROTORQUE CONVERTER 

ProTorque makes high-performance 
custom lockup torque converters for a 
wide range of automatic transmission 
applications. Each converter's stall 
speed is calibrated to match an 
engine's torque curve for improved 
throttle response, acceleration, and 
fuel efficiency. ProTorque utilizes the 
most efficient converter designs that 
provide a greater torque multiplica- 
tion factor at lower stall speeds. Each 
converter's turbine assembly is far- 
nace-brazed, and Torrington bearings 
are employed instead of factory thrust 
bushings. For more details, contact. 
ProTorque, Dept. KC, 1440 Church 
St., Bohemia, NY 11716; 516/218- 
8700; www.protorque.com. 


RUD. RIDE SPRINGS 

aton Detroit Spring offers these 
Rod Ride leaf springs, custom-made 
suspension components manufac- 
tured specifically for your vehicle. 
Each leaf-spring system is made of 
high-alloy steel and features rounded 
ends, tapered and cupped leaves, and 
anti-squeak insulator pads. For more 
details, contact Eaton Detroit Spring 
Inc, Dept. KC, 1555 Michigan Ave 
Detroit, MI 48216; 313/963-3839; ' 
www.eatonsprings.com, р 


BRAKING PERFORMANCE 
Classic Tube has over 10,000 exist- 
ing tube patterns for domestic and 
import cars and trucks, and can make 
custom tubing to suit any application. 
"Tubes are bent in computer-controlled 
benders with precision to ensure 
proper performance. For more info, 
contact Classic Tube, Dept. KC, 80 
Rotech Dr., Lancaster, NY 14080; 
800/882-3711; www.classictube.com. 


BANJO PLAYER 

Grant Products offers this cool 
banjo-style steering wheel with 
updated amenities such as thumb 
wings for a comfortable fit. It is avail- 
able in premium quality hand- 
stitched black leather and features 
stainless steel construction with a pol- 
ished hub. The wheel has a 14%inch 
diameter with a 3-inch dish, and is 
available for both vintage and current 
domestic and import vehicles. For 
more info, contact Grant Products, 
Dept. KC, 700 Allen Ave., Glendale, 
СА 91201; 213/849-3171. 


MODULAR REAREND 
‘This 12-bolt modular aluminum 
rearend housing from Mark Williams 

Enterprises is substantially stronger 
than factory units and is custom-made 
to suit a customer's application. The 
unit weighs about 10 pounds less than 
a comparable steel housing and it's 
precision CNC-machined to assure. 
optimum component alignment. A 


THE CAR BUILDER'S AUTHORITY. 


The BIG Car Book Series 
CALL TODAY (602) 37 550 
The BIG Guide to Cobra® Kits & Parts 
a MUST HAVE for every Cobra? Enthusiast! 


+ 300+ pages of Cobra Kits, Parts & Pricing P 
+ 1,000+ parts from over 30 manufacturers 


We ya 2 
+ HOT TIPS on foergass, drvetain, suspension, SUEZ tus 
w 


assembly & chasss from Cobra Exert Steve Temple. ре 
+ Manufactures include: Unique, ERA, Classi Road- 

sters, Finish Line, Cobra Restores, Shelby Ameri- 
сап, US Radiator, Factory Five, Motosport Special 
без, Europa, Tngo, Halbrands & MORE 
Productinfo. on Chassis, Mirrors, Emblems, Wheels, B 
Drivetrains, Engines, Suspension, Seals, Gas Caps, Latches, Rol Bars, 
nesses, Switches, Lights, Gaskets, Grommets & MORE. Cobra isa registered Trademark of Ford. 


The BIG Guide to Kit Cars: Past re: 
SRK, 7 | The MOST complete list of Kit & Specialty Cars EVERI!! 
+ 200+ pages of 1000+ companies & 4000 Kis 
+ Kit Car Directory: Complete up-to-date [st of Curent Kits 
+ Ferraris, Lambos, Cobras, NeoClassics, Classics & More! 
| * Manufacturers Directory-Kit Car Mnfrs from ‘50s to NOW. 
+ Sections on kits гот the 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s & 90s. 
+ Whiten by America's #1 Kt Car Hstoian- Harod Pace. 
‘The #1 Selling 
Fiero Boo! 
+ 250+ PAGES! 1,000* PRODUCTS!! Detailed info w pricing. 
* Detailed Par info & pricing from: ACE, ASPP, Euro-Works, 
FOCOA, IRN, Mr. Mite, PISA, RCC, Ryane, Warlock & MOREM 
+ Info. on V8s,3800s, V6s, Suspension, Body Kits, Interiors, Brakes, 
Turbos, Custom Dashes, Leather Seats & More!!! 


< 180+ pages of VW Kits-Classis, А! Terrain, Sport & Exotic. 


* Detailed information & current pricing on 40+ ММ Kits! 


* Includes: Beck, BGW, Stering. Sun Ray, HummBug, KoobleKar, 


Репу, Veepster, Vintage, Glass Station, Fiterjet & MOREM 


ORDER FORM 
vU 3 Та P-$19.95+S4 sh 
забава sh 
SS15sh 


105 payable to PISA 


ISA - Dept. РКС 
15088 

AZ 85060-5088 
ICIAMEXDISC. 


ybercars.com 


Vinning” Regal T-Bird 
tilable with High-Tech 
| Chassis Components! 


екен 


Apt # 


City 


je Madison, WI S37 


State Zp 


rodar orders add $130 per yes Ging Gl obe ign orden d 51500 pet year er 
side пәй роде; payments rus be in US funds 


ПО Payment encosed О ВИ me later. 


[S 


308-273-4141 


Dept. RC 
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Performance Products Buyer's Guide 


Ж. 


MINICHARGER 
Powerdyne has just released а 
new, compact version of its 
supercharger. The MisiCharger ERS 
P " 
^s lupo сеп version of the om- applications, Each convertere stall 


PROTORQUE CONVERTER 

ProTorque makes high-performance 
custom lockup torque converters fora | 9^, а 
wide range of automatic transmission 


ys 
рапув 1,000 Еп supercharger. The speed is calibrated to match 
han 


Smaller housing provides 
Е апемуф еа 
Пакора е, тты Slot, thes sera d 
HyperDyne impeller for comparatively В ееп. PrTorque tle th 
Quiet operation, The MiniCharger pro, onsen converter designs at de 
up ta аррторгіаіе boost levels to serve pets greater torque multiplica- Белшген and trucks, and can make 
Е р. For more inf, contact Son tor at lover stall speeds. Bach Tubero deo suit any application 
Rove дига Piscine, зна лбе алау а ат june th moueri 
104-С East Ave. K-4, Lan.” rezed, and Torrington beara,  Dehders with precision to ensure 
cater, E 98536; 805/7232800, era oa instead of factory thost contact Cj mance, For more info, 
www.powerdyne.com, › For more detail ntact Classic Tube, D. ў 
рет а-а ls, contat Б е, Dept. KC, 80 
по, Dept. KC, ‘otech Dr., Lancaster, NY 1 
x ди Й 4080; 


^ 1440 Chi 
St, Bohemia, NY 11716. i 800/882-3711; www.classictube.com, 


BRAKING PERFORMANCE 
, Classic Tube has over 10,000 exist- 
ing tube patterns for domestic and 


CALL TODAY (602) 37 

The BIG Guide to Cobra® Kits & Parts 

a MUST HAVE for every Cobra? Enthusias! 

+ 300+ pages of Cobra Kits, Parts & Pricing Y «32 

+ 1,200 parts from over 30 manufacturers. 

* HOT TIPS on foergass, divetain, suspension 
assembly & chassis fom Cobra Expert Steve Temple. 
Manufactures тшде тие, ERA, Classi Road 
sters, Finish Line, Сора Restores, Shelby Ameri 
can, US Radator, Factory Five, Motosport Special- i 
tes, Europa, Tago, Haltrands & MOREM 
Product info. оп Chassis, Mirrors, Emblems, Wheels, 


Dmettans, Engines, Suspension, Seats, Gas Caps, Latches, Rol Bas, Hardware, Bumper, Har- 
nesses, Switches, Lights, Gaskets, Grommets & MORE. Cobra is a registered Trademark of Ford. 


Е The MOST complete list of Kit & Specialty Cars EVERI 
+ 200+ pages of 1,000+ companies & 4000* Kits. 
+ Kit Car Directory. Complete up-to-date list of Curent Kis 
+ Ferrars, Lambos, Cobras, NeoClassits, Classics & More! 
| + Manufacturers Orectory Kt Car Mnfrs from 508 to NOW. 
* Sections on kits from the 50s, 60s, 70s, 80s & 905, 
+ Written by Amenca's #1 Ki Car Histoian - Harold Расе, 


BANJO PLAYER 
Grant Products offers this cool 
banjo-style steering wheel with 
updated amenities such as thumb 
wings for a comfortable fit. It is avail- 
able in premium quality hand 
stitched black leather and features + 280+ PAGES!! 1,000* PRODUCTS!" Detailed info м! pricing. 
stainless steel construction with a pol- |. Deiaied Pat info & pricing from: ACE, ASPP, Euro-Works, 
ished hub. The wheel has a 14%inch FOCOA IRN. Nr Mike PISA, RCC, Ryane Warock & MORE 
diameter with a S-inch dish, and is + irío.on VBs, 3800s, Vés, Suspension, Body Kits, Interiors, Brakes, 
available for both vintage and current | | Tubos Cusom Dashes, Leather Seats & Now 
domestic and import vehicles. For 
more info, contact Grant Products, 
Dept. KC, 700 Allen Ave., Glendale, 
СА 91201; 213/849-3171. 


= Find the HummBug in the BIG Guide to VW Kits 
+ 180+ pages of VW Kils-Classics, Al Terrain, Sport & Exotic. 
* Detaled information & current pricing on 40+ VW Kits! 


00; wvw.protorque com. 


IF MAILED 
INTHE 


POWER CLUTCH 
tting the powe 
starts with a tough ¢ 
Power Clutch, a hea 
street manners and} 
was designed for ing 


capacity through hig Г r 
plate clamp loads, а] try 
torsion damper, and | 


Pith increased сое 
Power clutch is avail 
range of applications. 
contact Sachs North. 

KC, 909 Crocker Rd.) 
44145; 800/321-0784, 
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AIL 


FIRST 
CLASS NAIL PERMIT NO. 1358 воро 
^. CO 


Posts 
AGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 


FO BOX 51851 
OULDER CO 80323-1851 


ШШ ТҮ 


ПШ 


No POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 


UNITED STATES 


* Includes: Beck, ВСИ. Stering, Sun Ray, HummBug, KoobleKar, 
Репу, Veepster, Vintage, Glass Station, Fiberjet & MORE! 


LIBIG Guide 10 Cobra K & P- S249884 Sh- | ] BIG Guide 10 Kit Cars: P & P-S1995454 sh 

Пе Fiero Parts Book- 51995 sm {1808 Guide to VW кв -S19.95+$4 sh 

{ 1 Complete Series (4 books} S7997+S8sh Салса $B sh Outside of US S15 sh 

Name Checks. Оз payable PISA 
Mali: PISA - Dept. PKC 

Айз (d 

City Siate Phoenix, AZ 85060:5088 

Oh == exp Г. VISMICIANEXDISC 


ORDER TODAY at (602) 376-1550 Order on-line at www.cybercars.com 


TREGAL TBIRD— Build Your Own 


* Chassis е Kits е Parts * Turkeys 


The “Award-Winning” Regal T-Bird 
is now available with High-Tech 
Hot-Rod Chassis Components! 


variety of end tubes is available, rang- 
ing from a bille-aluminum four-link | 
kit to a simple leaf-spring mount. The | 
rears benefit from adjusters and O- 
ringed rear covers, and can be fitted 


with Posi or locker units. For more | Р ( 
details, contact Mark Williams Enter- | a 

У Regal Call 608-273-4141 
prises, Dept. KC, 765 S. Pierce Ave, | | Roadsters, Ltd. ache 1981 3019: Beltine Не» Madison, 153713 + Dept RC 


Louisville, CO 80027; 800/525-1963. 
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ALL IN THES 


"AIV LY, 


| 


"How bout some more peach cobbler?” Momma Jean Weaver wears plenty 


of hats at Cobrafest. 


track but, unfortunately, the engine 
went away early in the afternoon. 

“The Weavers have been great,” 
said Don, “I really appreciated their 
help when I was putting the саг 
together” 

Last year Sammy Campbell 
received the award for having the 
fastest time, and Joe “The Kid” Traut 
was talking about “this year taking 
the award home to Massachusetts.” 

‘As the open house drew to a close, 
everyone motored down to the city 
park, located along the river, for the 
evening meal and rafile. The Weavers 
and their extended family served up a 
generous portion of Southern hospi- 
tality, along with some great south- 
ern-fried chicken, to а long line of 
Unique snake charmers. 

Later, in the motel parking 10, 
just as it was getting dark, I watched 
ав Sammy Campbell changed from 
street to racing tires in anticipation of 
the next day's activities. 

“Youre not getting serious about 
ae 

only thing that separates ns 
from the айша is our ability to 
accessorize," he replied, with a laugh. 

Early Saturday morning there was 
a lot of activity as cars lined up in 
front of the shop for the 40-mile cara- 
van to the epeedway. 

| While we waited for everyone to 
|. “show up 1 visited with Ben Cole from 
| Suwaneo, Georgia. тешу like сока. 


ing here" he said. “Its а great break 
from my normal business world and a 
chance to associate with some really 
great people.” Ben is a contractor. 

‘The sun was out early and it was 
getting warm by the timo wo com- 
pleted the hour-long ride to the track. 

Safety is always the number-one 
concern, so the first activity of the 
day was a driver's meeting and a 
safety briefing. Then the fun started 
with everyone becoming familiar 
with their cars and the track. Sev- 
eral people showed up with some 
really hot Cobras. Terry Pendleton, 
former third baseman for the 
Atlanta Braves, was turning some 
good track times with his new Cobra. 
‘The car features an Ernie Elliot-built, 
hybred 351 NASCAR block, bored 
out to 454 ci with a toploader trans- 
mission. Around noon, after every- 
one had a chance to get some time in 
on the track, Jean Weaver arrived 
with a load of delicious barbecued 
pork sandwiches for everyone. The 
{су went well with the ice- 
со jat was avail 
ed oe в available through- 

During the big-block timing runs, 


John DiGuilio got a wheel on the 


Any more trophies and overall 
fastest winner, Joe Traut, might have 
to renta U-Haul to get the gold back 
to Massachusetts. 


broken fiberglass, but was not 
severely damaged. 

"This is a good demonstration of 
how well our cars are built," said. 
Maurice Weaver. “We will have this 
car repaired and back on the road in 
a relatively short time” 

By mid-afternoon there was only a 
fraction of a second separating, 
Sammy and The Kid, and it was any- 
body's guess as to who would win the 
top-dog award. 

And then it was time to put the 
toys away, tabulate the scores, and 
present the awards. 

Linda Dunn made a great showing 
and received the Fastest Female 
Award. Michele Lincoln took the 
Fastest Small-Block Award, and 
Sammy Campbell picked up the 
es Dir Bik Award. 

е big story of the day was _ 
Joe Traut, who managed to smoke his 
red 861 around the track just a frac- 
tion ofa second faster than Sammy 
Campbell to wind up with the gold. 
Joe received three awards: Longest: 
‘Tow, Fastest Medium Block, and 
Overall Fastest Time. г 

"Sammy is a great driver and he i$ 
quick" said Joe, “T almost didn't catch 
Ъшо .but it made for a great бау! 

Tt has become somewhat of a. 
Cobrafest tradition that folles nob 
planning to head home right after the 
event are invited to a “family” 


Linda Dunn, fastest female snake 
driver, gets her award from Maurice 
Weaver. 


ata local restaurant. It was an offer 
we couldn't refuse. 

In summing up Unique's success, 
Maurice Weaver said, "Our business 
is all in the family. Our cousin Terry 
Harbin does the fiberglass work for 
us, My brother Rick is a teacher, but 
he has a small screen-printing busi- 
ness on the side, so we use him to do 
our shirts. We only have nine employ- 
ees, Turnover at our shop is low. Our 
newest employee has been with us 
since 1994. And our customers can't 
be beat.” 

The company’s basic kit sells for 
$8,995, and the deluxe pallet car goes 
out the door for $21,305. With a pallet 
car, all that remains to be done is 
install the engine, transmission, 
wheels and tires, and have the car 
painted. ^ 

Good ol Southern hospitality and 
a willingness to go the extra mile has 
certainly paid off for the Weavers and 
their customers. Cobrafest is just one 
reason to own a Unique replica. 

For more information, contract 
‘Unique Motorcars, Dept. KC, 230 Е. 
Broad St, Gadsden, Alabama 85903; 
256/546-3708. 


John DiGuilio was not injured wher 
off the track. The car hit nose first, 


Jim and Angie 


Brownlee's novel 


quick snake is 
powered by a 
Paxton- 
supercharged 
Taurus SHO 
engine. 


n his car hit the wall after getting a wheel 
then spun around and ended up with the 


right rear resting against the tire barricade. The damage was pretty much 


limited to fiberglass crunching. 


KC This Emile Elliot-built 351 found a home In Hugh Smith's blue Unique: 
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Brake Systems 


Adding aftermarket brake com; 


car builders have a unique 
opportunity to do something 
that millions of people around 
the world only wish they could do, 
and that is to build their own high- 
performance automobile. Along with 
that opportunity comes the responsi- 
bility to build a car that's as safeas 
реше One of the areas. of safety 
аё sometimes is over] i 
Е ey ines rerlooked is the 
oo ‘most kits are built with 
саг components, it |- 
able that the kit car’ еы 
think that the original-equipment 
brakes | would be adequate for 
ping his car. After all, brakes that 
were designed to stop a heavy produc- 
tion car should be able to stop a light- 
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f one й 
to your high performance driving. 0 7007 Kitcar canim 


weight. vehicle built on a similar 
sis. This would be true if it Beds 
the fact that most kit cars also typi- 
cally have more horsepower and go 
faster than was originally designed 
for that chassis. ‘Therefore, the stock 
brake system may need upgrading. 
To understand the braking system 
and its components, you must under- 
stand that а high-performance car is 
fast-moving kinetic energy. To stop 
the vehicle, you must convert that 
energy into heat energy. That Һар. 
pens by creating friction between the 
rake pad and the rotor. The more 
eat the pad can generate, the 
quicker the car will stop. If the brake 
system builds excessive amounts of 
at, there may be component failure 


Shedding Some light on the All-Important 


— Stopping Power 


prove braking performance and add an element of safety 


or boiling of the brake fluid. In either 
ise, the resulting stopping power is 
less than optimal and unsafe, 

„Along with thinking that the 
original-equipment braking system 
is adequate for the job, the kit builder 
must remember that the lowest bidder 
Supplied most parts used on factory 
Street cars, While most brakes are 
Sufficient to stop a car, they are far 
from the best they can be. 

In order to maximize the stopping 
Power of the vehicle, the kit builder 
must install disc brakes on all four 
wheels. The key to better stopping 
Power is optimizing each component 
of the brake system, The brake com- 
Ponents that need improving are the 
caliper, rotor, brake pad, master 


PHOTO: SPEEDWAY BRAKES 


cylinders, brake pedal, brake fluid, 
and mounting hardware. 

Most of the problems with OE 
brake systems stem from the fact that 
the rotors are distorting with use. 
Factory cars come with cheap offshore 
rotors, There is little integrity to the 
iron and they're poorly designed. A 
byproduct of this distortion is noise 
and poor braking performance 

Instead of fixing the rotors, the OE 
manufacturers are using low-density 
pads to help absorb some of the har- 
monies produced by the distorting 
rotor. We now have brake pads that 
wear out more quickly, are not very 
effective, and produce a lot of brake 
dust. This is a big problem on front- 
wheel-drive cars because the front 
wheels do 90 percent of the braking. 
Not only do the brakes have to stop 
the car, but they also have to stop the 
motor and the gearbox. 

Derrick Dong at Performance Fric- 
tion Corporation is an expert in the 
friction material field. He says, "The 
OE manufacturers have reduced the 
density of the materials used in brake. 
pads. They are making softer pads 
that are not very efficient. The dura- 
Чоп or application time of the рай 
longer, and higher pressures have to 
be used because of the pad's lower 
effectiveness. 

“If you make the disc more com- 
patible, with little or no distortion, 
you can make the pad more robust. It 
would have more bite, more friction, 
which would require less pressu 
and less effort. The time the pad is 
applied to the disc would be reduced.” 


ROTORS 

Performance cars should use brake 
rotors made from iron because iron 
operates over an impressive tempera- 
ture range. The rotor has to run as 
cool as possible and yet sustain incred- 
ible amounts of heat. As the rotor gen- 
erates more heat, it needs to be thicker 
for two reasons. First, a thicker rotor 
dissipates more heat and does it 
quicker, Second, a thicker rotor will 
resist deflection. Vented iron rotors are 
best for removing heat from the rotor. 
‘The kit builder should use the biggest 
rotor that will fit inside the wheel. The 
bigger rotor has more surface area to 
dissipate the heat. Another benefit of 
larger rotors is the increased mechani- 
cal leverage available to stop the car. 

Surface area is the key to heat 
removal with the rotor. To increase 
the surface area, manufacturers have 
developed curved-vane rotors. 
Because curved vanes are longer than 
straight vanes used in some rotors, 
the longer vanes increase the surface 


area of the rotor. This allows for more 
heat removal. Ifa rotor gets too hot, it 
radiates heat back into the caliper 
and boils the fluid 

‘Todd Gartshore at Baer Racing 
explained that “the vented rotor 
works like a centrifugal supercharger. 
Tt pumps air from the inside out. This 
provides cooling for the caliper as well 
as the rotor. When you run out of 
brakes, it is because you didn't have 
enough rotor mass to absorb the heat. 

“Rotors grow at a dissimilar rate. 
‘The inside and the outside of the 
rotor operate а: ав much as 100 
degrees difference between the two. A 
vented rotor allows the expansion to 
occur without causing as much 
warpage as with a solid rotor.” 

As we have said, rotor warpage 
reduces brake efficiency. Other com- 
ponents can reduce braking effective- 
ness. The builder needs to examine 
the caliper, its mounting bracket, how 
it mounts to the spindle, and the 
quality of the brake lines. 

The caliper mounting bracket 
should be at least X inch thick or 
thicker. If it’s much smaller than 
that, there will be deflection problems 
as the brakes are applied. ‘The caliper 
squeezes the pad against the rotor 
causing the heat energy. If the caliper 
moves because its bracket is flexing, 
much of the clamping force is lost. 


THE CALIPER 

A caliper must be rigid and not. 
flex when applying the brakes. The 
debate over which is better—cast or 
billet-aluminum calipers—really 
comes down to aesthetics. Both styles 
being manufactured by today’s lead- 
ing brake companies are far superior 
to stock OE calipers. The proper siz- 
ing of the caliper is more important to 
the kit builder. You need a caliper 
that has enough clamping force for 
your application. 

‘The job of the caliper is to convert 
the brake-pedal pressure into the 
clamping force of the brake pad against 
the rotor, Doug Burke of Wilwood 
Engineering explained more about the 
caliper. “А caliper's clamping force is 
determined by a couple of things. First 
is the rigidity of the caliper. If you have 
a flexible caliper, the effort that is. 
going into the pedal and down the line 
as pressure is not all being used to 
squeeze the rotor. Part of the effort is 
going into expanding the caliper. 

“Second, the clamping force is 
determined by the piston area in the 
caliper. The clamping power will be 
proportionate to the piston area. Pis- 
ton area is measured by taking the 
diameter of the pistons on one side of 


the caliper. For instance, when you 
take the area of two 1%-inch pistons 
verses two 1%-inch pistons, there is 50 
percent more clamping force with the 
bigger pistons. 


PHOTO: BAER RACING 


A larger rotor improves braking by 
adding more leverage to stop the 
wheel. The larger rotor also has 
more surface area to dissipate heat 
generated by more efficient braking. 


PHOTO: ROBERT ECKHARDT 


The longer curved vanes of a curved- 
vane rotor offer more area for heat 
dissipation compared to a strelght- 
vaned rotor. In either case, a vaned 
rotor removes more heat thana solid 
rotor. A vented rotor is also less 
likely to warp which causes uneven 
braking. 


Buy the largest rotor that will fit 
inside your wheel. A 13-inch rotor 
with the caliper and mounting 
bracket will not fit inside a 15-inch 
wheel. Check with the brake 
manufacturer before purchasing 
your new brake components. A rotor 
that fits too close to the wheel will 
radiate heat into the wheel and tire. 
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When Life Gives You Lemons, Make Lemonade, 
or at Least a Yellow Countach 
By Joe Greeves 


PHOTOGRAPHY: JOE GREEVES 


PHOTOGRAPHY: JOE GREEVES 
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ks Rod End Adjusters 
Height Adjustabio, Bright Aluminum ‘Mustang Il Tube A-Arm Kit Посао Buk 24 of more $9.00 
Body, Sings Avaliable in Various Pompeis as cow $70.00 
Pales and Lengths Now available Eross Sat опу wn busrings $39.00 

for Mustangi based front ends Ba Joe Press” Oniy S2000 


‘Mustang II Rack & Pinion 


Poished center tue, Rockwe tested, 
Mustang ll Tube A-Arm 
Botter than пе original. Пе Rods & [ea 


киин Upper or lower S185 00 р. 
“Сежмет Shocks $260.00 pr. 
рекама $120.00 pr. 


HAVING TROUBLE 

SINDING DARTS Strut Rods a a 
FINDING PARTS? ‘er Sapo as Marg toe ES dd 
‘Bushings only 515 00 set ol 4. Baked Enamel Fini 


Uppers ea. $81.00 


Ме stock the following cobra items to 
Lowes ва 57600 


complete your car. 


AND MUCH MORE! 


Call Today for Best Prices! 


OF COBRA REPLICA "Double Tube Lower 
SINCE 1979 У Aca win апоркі нло 


flat Lambo windshield. Ultra wheels; specia 
forthe car balk directly ta the Fiero Шы nad 
ipters. If you insist, Countach-atyle, C. ot 
à : tyle, Compomotives с 
be purchased as an extra-cost. option. Fenderwells ES за 
rolled and the car is as smooth underneath as iti 


Strut Rod Eliminator 
Tubular A-Arm 


Stages, 
Final Concept has been in business si 
since 1993, 
uff of about 20 producing two cars a month, AERE 
fhat ү == Sir per month now that they are 
ir new, larger facility. Want to все the f 2 
‘Theres a $200 airfare allowancs for one, creda 


the purchase of your vehicle. > 
Ali 't = 
саай vou wouldnt belie ЕР СОМРАМІЕЅ WARRANTY: 


шы кыы SUELE CAS SRI или Эй дата OF DELIVERY FOR 
PLATTE CENTER, NE 68653 REPLACEMENT OR REFUND 

(402) 246-2355 

ГАХ (602) 2463740 Complete Kits & Accessory PKG's Available 


Today) Found 

medical research t's coc d Fert i Pinta 1 | 

iR that kit cars can help with that | TO ORDER CALL 1-800-35- 212171 
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Install Holley EFI 


| We Bolt on a Pro-Jection 4Di Fuel Injection System and 
an Annihilator Ignition For a High 


‘ech Approach to 


Holley provides everything you'll 
need for installation. Since we 


lectronie fuel injection has 
replaced carburetors 
completely for production-car 


induction. The associated computers 
that control modern vehicles with 
such precision and efficiency help 
engines last longer, run better, and 
make them more fuel-efficient and 
more reliable. Our idea was to update 
an old-tech 289 Cobra FIA replica 
with a high-tech approach to 
induction and ignition, and show you 
how the conversion Process was 
accomplished. Though we chose to do 
E D 2 small-block Ford 
ngine in a Cobra clone, Holley offers 
these products for the 
7 around. арра 
lolley has several versions. 
ProvJection EFI systems with ons. 
two- and four-barrel throttle bodies 
We chose the top-of-the-line ProJec- 
tion 4Di four-barrel kit, a digital 
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Performance 


By John Steele 
PHOTOGRAPHY: JIM YOUNGS 


1 


from the stock carbureted setup, 


interactive system that allows user 
choices such as fuel-curve modifica- 
tions to fit specific performance 
requirements. The system's ECU 
(electronic control unit) is program- 
mable from a laptop PC using Hol- 
ley's user-friendly software. The pro- 
vided software has a selection of five 
fuel maps to choose from, and up to 
256 fuel map points that can be 
changed. The Holley Di system relies 
on inputs from manifold pressure 
(vacuum), throttle position, engine 
ae развио exhaust gas 
oxygen, and еп i: 
orgen, and engine rpm to optimize 
While we were updating the 
engine with EFI, we also decided to 
improve on the stock Ford Duraspark 


I iron GTAO-style heads, roller rocker 
finished install, complete with а Holley i b 


Qur starting point for the EFI install is a Ford 5.0 crate engine with cast- 


and roller cam. This shot shows the 


billet air filter. It's hardly discernible 


ignition by installing a Holley HP 
Annihilator CD ignition system, 
Lasershot Street coil, plus a billet 
distributor and a set of 8mm Spiral 
Wound plug wires. The heart of the 
Annihilator system is the micro- 
rocessor-controlled black box which 
provides capacitive discharge, multi- 
Spark ignition, plus a built-in, 
adjustable rev limiter, 

Since these systems are electronic 
devices, about the most difficult part 
of the installation is locating where 
the components can be mounted and 
по u of wires to them, to the 

rs, and to the throttle body. We 
opted to mount the EFI Gane to 
the transmission tunnel in the pas- 
Senger footwell, then route the wires 


Here we've removed the carb 

and intake manifold, the 
distributor, and the points ignition 
system in preparation for updating 
the engine with a high-tech EFI and 
electronic ignition. 


were replacing a carb and intake, we 
also needed some gaskets and 
tubing to serve asa return fuel line. 
Be sure to specify Fl-rated rubber 
fuel line to handle the higher 


pressure requirements. Ww, 


Installation of the Holley intake 
manifold is no different from any 
manifold replacement. If we had had 
the good sense to use a Holley 
‘manifold originally, these steps 
wouldn’t have been required. 


through the firewall on that side. The 
rest of the bigger components, such 
as the coil and ignition box, were 

Я attached to available surfaces in the 
engine compartment. 

While the focus of this story is the. 
installation aspects of both fuel and 
ignition systems, we will follow up 
with a story at a later date on how to 
program the EFI using a laptop, and 
report on the results of programming 
changes. 


It's a good idea to do a little 
5 thinking and positioning of the 
system's ECU before attaching it 
securely. We chose the tranny. 
tunnel on the passenger-side 
footwell from where routing the 
wires through the firewall seemed 
proper. This JPS Motorsports Cobra 
289 FIA car has a removable 
dashboard which facilitated the work 
in this small space. 


Holley recommends using its 

electric fuel pump which is rated 
at 410 pph at 15 psi. Mount the pump 
as close to the tank as possible and 
install a good full-flow fuel filter in 
line between the pump and the tank. 
We installed a filter on the return line 
ав well 


"зу СС. мы; 
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% 225 
‘Once the manifold is in place, it's 
time to add the throttle-body 
studs, add the spacer to prevent 
heat buildup, and then bolt the unit 
to the manifold, much as a 
carburetor is mounted. 


The fuel hookup is made at the 

back of the throttle body. Prior to 
this point, we routed the return line 
from the gas tank to the engine. 
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The ultimate in performance 
and protection.. 


Шү 
Exhaust Jackets. дшше 


Exhaust Jackets are easy to apply and can 
be installed with headers mounted. Reduces 
Uunder-hood temperature up to 
70%. Increases HORSEPOWER 
and TORQUE. Jac stand 
temperature up to 20007. 


cover 


* of each primary tube 
and all ne 


агу fasten 


г 
1 


S 
00L-IT um 


INSULATING мат EE 


STARTER HEAT SHIELD 


THERMO-SHIELD. THERMO-SIEEVE 


А. жа Calltoday to receive your ree 
БОТТИ brochure on the complete fine 
ETAT] oi Therme-Tec® insuating 


products. 
visus at wvathernatescom 
ho 4857 USA. 


Don't panic with the sight of all 
the wires from the ECU, All of the 
wires are color-coded and identified, 
and will only plug into matching 
plugs on the engine. Atter feeding 
the wires through the firewall, we 
organized the wires into groups and 


| then began matching up plugs to tho 


various gear and sensors. 


11 8 саггитз peaders and side 
pipes, so we had to weld in a 
bung on the pipes for the addition of 
an exhaust oxygen sensor which also 

plugs into the computer harness. 


1 0 We installed the provided 
temperature sending unit, MAP 
(manifold air pressure) sensor, and 
MAP relays. The MAP is attached to 
a full vacuum port on the manifold, 
or there is опе оп the linkage side of 
the throttle body flange. Then 
continue to connect the rest of the 
plug-ins. 


Holley provides several types 
of connectors so that you can 
use an existent throttle cable. 


The Annihilator CD Ignition 
13 mounts up on the right 
fenderwell and plugs into the Pro- 
Jection main wiring hamess. We 
mounted the Lasershot Street Coil to 
the left fenderwell.It also plugs into 
the EFI ECU harness. 


SOURCES 


Holley Performance Products 
Dept. KC 
Р.О. Box 10360 
Bowling Green, KY 42102 
502/782-2900 


JPS Motorsports: 


The new Holley billet 


14 гесгопе distributor. We 
removed the stock unitand dropped 
in the new one, replaced the cap, 
and routed the new Holley silicone 
plug wires through Ford SVO 
Motorsport wiring looms. 


15% crowning step was adding 


the Holley air filter. Note the 
spacer which helps the air cleaner 
clear the injectors. 
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By Harold Pace 


PHOTOGRAPHY: HAROLD PACE 


ing the 
are pre-drilled and ha 
ions. The Pro V n-bar rear suspension has been replaced with 
power, and will fit their own custom steel adjustable absorbers and rod ends. Brake 
а iock VW pan. The body kit come: lines and mountings for the emergency brake cables, 
ight-point rolle d clutch cable, and fuel lines are pre-installed. The Pro V 
alled full-body inner floor liner w a lls for $1,845. 


tank and spare tire. The basic body pack. 
and could be just the thing for purists who prefer BIG-BORE BUG 
to Detroit iron, The split rear wind The second version of this radical Bugectomy uses a 
ont and side windows are precut gl similar body, but with an optional front grille. The chassis 
е is made from 1%-inch tubular steel i different, with teel tubing and Ford Mus- 
and has a fiberglass pan with foam core reinforcement, A tang front suspension. An eight-point rollcage is optional. 


‘The rear suspension is sourced from Chris Alston and 
uses a Ford rear axle with adjustable coilovers and 
traction bars. Steering is provided by a Pontiac Fire- 
bird power rack with a tilt column. Brakes are 1 
Ford discs up front with drums out back, but buyers 
сап substitute anything they wish. These chassis are 
supplied fully assembled and ready to go for $4,295, 
or in bare form for $1,625. More adept assemblers 
with welding experience can buy a ргесш of tubes 
for $969, or a set of blueprints for scratch building for 
a mere $125. 

This particular Pro V8 is the Bylers’ personal pride and 
Joy, and runs a '68 327ci Chevy with a Crower hydraulic 
cam breathing gh an aluminum high-rise intake and 
Carter AFB carb. The heads have been converted to use 
unleaded fuel, and block-hugger headers make for a slim 
fit. The Eylers built the engine themselves, including bal- 
ancing and porting the heads. A recently i lied 
geardrive gives it а “blower drive" whine that Priscilla 
Particularly likes. Chrome Erson valve air cleaner, 
pulleys, and alternator dress up the engine compartment. 
An 81 Chevy Turbo-Hydro 350 auto tranny is beefed up 
with a 2,000-rpm stall speed converter. 

Whi are Eagle rims with 6x14-inch up front and 
10x15-inch out back shod with BFGoodrich Radial T/As, 
P195/60R14 front and 50H/15 rear. A 12-gallon fuel cell 
rests between the rear framerails, 

The bodies are made with a combination of hand lay- 
up and chopper gun construction. The main body is 
sprayed with the chopper, while the interior pieces and 
bumpers are hand laid with polyester resin. The body is 
laid up with a sa le gelcoat finish which is sanded 
and primed before shipment. For their own ride they 
decided on PPG Rev-Iilusion 3-stage paint in Cranberry 
and Tangerine, purchased from Tri-City Paints in Santee, 
California. This is one of the new breed of paints that 


ich 


changes color as you walk around it. It starts with a coat 
of black toner base, 
four to five сог 


followed by three coats of color, and 
ats of clear which were applied by Chico at 


Candy's Auto Body in Chula Vista, California. For a final 


The interior came in for its share of attention as well. It 
was painted in Ford purple to complement the outs 
nd fully adjustable bucket seats from Summit and all- 
digital instruments from Cyberdyne were installed. Pain | 
less Wiring provided a harness, and the Eylers added elec- 
dows and remote-control electric openers for the 
doors. The tilt column and wheel are from an 89 Firebird. 
The interior was then upholstered in purple vinyl and fab- 
ric, and purple carpet and headliner completed the color- 
coordinated scheme, About the only luxury missing is air 
conditioning, and they plan to add that soon. 
Glass Station sells the Pro V and Pro V8 in kit form 
only. A Pro V8 body kit starts at $6,250 and a body/chassis 
package runs from $7,094 to $10,345, depending on 
options. There is plenty of scope for the buyer to put his 
individual stamp on this kit and still not break the bank. | 


WHAT PRICE FAME? 
So, has the Eylers Pro V8 attracted the attention 
their Corvettes didn't? "When we go out to eat in the V8, it | 


never fails to draw a crowd,” says Bob. "We have to make 
Sure we don't have too much planned for the rest of the. 
night as we end up talking to people for what seems like 
hours, but we enjoy it," He says people have followed them 
for miles just to get a chance to see it and talk to them, 
and they've had people take pictures of it from their cars 

as they are driving down the highway. 
Now that they've got respect on the 
street, they plan on giving it free reign 
at the strip sometime ‘soon. Sounds like 

Plus V8 is a recipe that cooks! 


кс 


SOURCE 
The Glass Station 
Dept. KC 


7107 Broadway, No. 226 
Lemon Grove, CA 91945 
619/460-2079 
gstation@fash.net 


Г When You 
Want The Best, 
Buy VINTAGE. 


nothing b 
or 356 Vintag 


inventory of parts 
with expert service to help you 

make your dream ity 
Call us today for mor 
or Email us at: vspeed 
12112 Centralia Road 
Hawaiian Gardens, CA 90716 


mation 
er@aol.com 


VINTAGE SPYDERS 
Phone: (562) 865-6331 
Fax: (562) 402-4454 
www.vintagespyders 


VINTAGE SPEEDSTERS 
Phone: (562) 402-4334 
Fax: (562) 402-4454 
peedsters.com 


www.vintai 


uletiemate (ul'etaemit) adj: most extreme: greatest 


qu 


etesesenstial (kwinefiesen'eshal) adj: being the purest ог most characteristic. 


THE ULTIMATE REPLICA OF THE 
QUINTESSENTIAL COBRA... 


us introduce you to E.R.A's faithful reproduction of 


the championship-winning Cobra 
whose utter domination in 
road racing established 
the Cobro legend. It is 
the most accurate 
rendition of the original 
289 “Competition Cobra 
roadster.” In the trodition of 
the original, we at E.R.A. just 
do it better than the competition! 


Also available from E.R.A: 
E.R.A. 4275с Cobro replica 
ERA GT СТ40 replica 
Visit our website at: http://www.erareplicas.com 


Costs, Fono , СТАО, FIA ano USRRC ant RLCISTEALD TAADLAMARRS 


The E.R.A. 289 FIA/USRRC 


For a comprehensive infopok and 
glossy photos, please send 10 to: 


Era Replica Automobiles 
FIA Information, Dept. A 
608-612 East Main Street 

New Britain, CT 06051 U.S.A. 
860-224-0253 


< 


By Harold Pace 
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hen kit car owners 
are 
asked what they want to 
do with their completed 
cars, racing comes up h 
3 р high 
а. оп the list. Not fessional. 
level, paint-swappin’ metal grindin’ 
Blood sport, bat Some sort of amateur- её 
vents to get a feel for wha ей 
cars can do when unchained under” АЈТОСВО, 
controlled conditions. Street 
shar jij both dangerous to others and a en 
i ailing some kid in a tired Speeds eee TD. 
50а downtown пуна wiper speeds aly kept below 70 
pth eel aaa oa » and handling and driver preci- 
»Garlits dragstrip or an - 
autocross course with som: me 
! е serious n b 
ореол. Lets take a look at some Dart of Tare, актив lb i 
па ICE kats а intend to do serious 
n у and some tips fo OPA or your ка 
руса And some tips for America (303/694-7222), which calle. Aor: эзара a viat 
даи а: Мез are. You may want to build 
for a specific class rather 


ura SS RACING 
type of single-car competition 


lace on race track: 
tracing is, involves threadin Place on race tracks and require seri- 


ous safety equipment as well as a 

petition: license. Solo II events аге 

1озтрені competitions requiring only 

Advers license. Kit cars generally 

Compete against other home-built rac- 
lere are some autocross tips. 


than having to go back and modify it 


later. Kit cars usually compete in the 
Modified с where you will be 
тод ме catch tanks for your 
engine and gearbox. All cars taking 
part in SCCA Solo events must have 
mufflers. Ask about rollbars. Don 
assume anything—get the regula 
tions first. 


Before you go out for your first 
run, look to see if there are any con- 
trols that you could hit accidentally 
with your hands when executing the 
sudden turns required during Solo 
events. For instance, some competi- 
tors take the fuse out of their turn 


Pump up your tire pressures. Talk 
to other competitors ог the tech people 
signals so they can't turn them on at your tire manufacturer, but gener 
accidentally by hitting the lever. This ally.you will want at least 25 pounds 
could cause loss of concentration. Oth- — of air per tire in cars that weigh under 
ers deactivate the horn and remove 3,000 pounds, and 35 pounds in those 
the windshield-wiper blades for the охег 3,000 pounds. If in doubt, set 
hem at the tire manufacturers maxi- 
mum recommended pressure. Get a 
good racing-type tire gauge and a 
small air can or portable compressor 
for adjustments at the track 


same reason. 


Ifyour car has a carburetor, con- 
sider sétting the floats a little higher 
than stock to prevent them from run- 
ning dry in a corner. You may also 
need an electric fuel pump. Center- 
hung floats (available from Holley) 

ге best, Side-hung floats can run dry 
in sweepers. 


гуд» kit car has a wood-rimmed 


wheel; consider covering it with a % 
Тасе:ой, leather wheel or replacing it M 
‘with а smaller-diameter padded Р 


wheel. Its hard to grip a wood wheel 
when threading a slalom. If you have 
a quick-removable wheel (adapters - ab 

аге sold by race-car parts suppliers), Й s 
you could keep your beautiful wood a 
wheel for street use, yet quickly 
replace it with a smaller version for 
autocrossing. A smaller-diameter 


Кае shock absorbers in the 
of their range before your first. 


wheel will also make steering вел After you have a feel for what the 
faster, which is good for switchbacks doing, adjust them tighter or 
and slaloms. looser to optimize the handling. 


Bring your own helmet. Solo regu- 
lations may vary with the club, but 
most require a helmet and possibly a 
long-sleeved shirt. Some have loaner 
helmets, but don't count on it. 
Besides, you want a helmet that fits 
and won't be sliding around on your 
head in every turn. Get the latest 
Snell Foundation model (currently 
95) and make sure the Snell 
sticker is still inside the helmet, as 
you may be required to show it at 
tech inspection. The SA means it is 
approved for automobiles. Motorcycle 
helmets do not have flameproof lin- 
ings and are usually not allowed. 


For your first event, don't count on 
dóing апу performance development 
You'll Rave your hands full just 
feinépibering where the course goes 
and trying to be smooth. You must be 
consistent with your times before you 
can judge the effectiveness of any È 
changes you make. 


Rovèr make more than one change 
at á time. If you stiffen up your 
shocks) increase your tire pressure, 

readjust your sway bars, you 
may be making two steps forward 
and one step backward. Evaluate only 
one change at a time. 


Ө О лан racing brake pads. 

Wis racing. You want the 
et pads you can get 
the short period of time a 


normal autocross run lasts (less than 
two or three minutes), racing pads 
will not have a chance to heat up to 
their operating range. You need 
brakes that work great the first time 
you nail them from cold. 
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ч /RERFORMANCE 


V UJ TIPS AND TRICKS) 


иу ап on making autocross 

cing An important part of your kit 
СЪР пе, consider replacing the 

bef Bushings in your steering and 
Suspension parte with nylon or simi- 
lar components, These will make your 
steering and handling more direct at 
the expense of a rougher ride on the 
street. This can also increase the 
loading on your suspension compo- 
nents and may not be ideal for a 
street-driven kit. A stiffer car will also 
be more twitchy under wet weather 
conditions, 


want to consider special 
= that are softer than 

t tires, Hoosier, among oth- 
special autocross tires. Be 
aware that if you have two sets of 
wheels and tires, any change in over- 
all diameter or offset may radically 
change the handling of your car. You 
may need to change the ride height if 
shorter tires are used, and this will 
also effectively lower your gearing for 
faster acceleration. 


have the choice between 
ias-ply tires, Be aware 
tires respond better to 
than bias-plies, so check 
"Your tire manufacturer for sus- 
pension setup recommendations. 


normally have a slight. 

toe-in in the front suspen- 

go to dead-ahead or even 

-out, it ean have the effe 
таай the car respond more, 
quickly when you turn the wheel 
(called "turn-in"). For autocrossing, 
this can be a good thing. However, 
this can also make your car less sta- 
ble under braking and at high 
speeds. You will probably want to 
reset your suspension before street 
use resumes, 


all loose articles from 
jr. You don’t want an 
bottle to suddenly 
L under the front seat. 
into the pedal area when you're set- 
ting up for a hard right-hander. 
This includes removing everything 
from the seatback pockets. Also 
secure the passenger seatback if it 
is adjustable. Autocrossing puts 
loads on your car like you will 
never encounter on the street. 
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heltrunk, doors, and glove 
t before your first run. 
"The high grloadings can put enough 
vi |2 car frames to cause 
them to pop open. This happens all 
the time. 


и Ө building your car from 
sorakcháyith autocrossing in mind, 
У Ant to build a lightweight, 
рде engine. Go with the small- 
t carburetor you can get away with 
and a cam with a wide powerband 
that pulls from low rpm. A good 
small-block will almost always kick a 
big block around in this kind of rac- 
ing. Ifthe rules allow, consider alu- 
minum heads and fuel injection for 
maximum response and less weight. 


idera wide-ratio transmission. 
haya V-8 with lots of torque 
„пдевог Fiero-based kits, but V- 

benefit from shifting less. 

Bach бше you shift gears, you'll lose 
several car lengths, and you have to be 
able to make up that distance, plus 
some, each time you shift. Since 
autocrosses don't have long straights, 
this is difficult to do. Most tranny 
builders offer a range of gears, so talk 


diy 


to their tech people and tell them what (баў 


you're doing. Wide-ratio trannies are 
also easier to live with on the street. 


да 


vally serious about. 
, or if your car feels dia- 


are borrowed off other 

not have been designed to work Н 
together. The most serious condition 
is when the rear outside (loaded) tire. 
points out when it goes up in its 
travel. This is called “roll oversteer” 
and can result in a spin. There will 
usually be some way to adjust this at 
either end, although it may require. 
some fabrication. 


^ A limited-slip differential will put 
тоте power to the ground. Get a 
clütch:type or torque-sensing unit, not 
(a "locker" type. Lockers are marginal 
for high-speed road-racing conditions, 
but result in twitchy handling and 
power understeer at the low speeds 
encountered in autocross racing. 


/Befüre уба leave for the event, 
Strap yourself in and tighten down 
your shoulder harnesses. For safety 
(purposes, they should be very tight to 

set Yourself in case of an accident. 
Make sure you can reach all the 
switches and controls you'll need 
ignition, fuel pump, etc.). You'll be 
surprised at what is just out of your 
reach when you're tightly strapped in. 


sstiart piece of equipment is a 
facing-typé fire extinguisher. Check 
with your racing group to see if a par- 
беша? typejis recommended. They 
are seldom required for autocrossing, 
but it could save your car if a fuel line 
decides to come loose. 


‘any hubcaps or artificial 
iat could come loose. Cobra 
ith real knock-offs should 

d to prevent them from 
0 (we have seen lots of these 
with the wire running in the wrong 
direction). And consult with your 
wheel manufacturer for torque set- 
tings for your lug nuts. Get a good 
torque wrench and check the lugs 
after every run, 


(Pont „баһа adapters that 
pm pattern for autocross- 
the high loads encountered can 
Кш off (they will probably not 
legal, anyway). If you're using spac- 
ers, check your lug-nut torque every 
run. Also, don't use radial-laced wire 
wheels. They're not designed for heavy 
lateral loading. In fact, wire wheels are 


not the best choice for autocrossing 
due to their lack of rigidity. 


5 frequently take place 
ses of concrete in the 
summer. Take folding 
ellas, lunch, and plenty 
of liquids to keep yourself from over- 
heating. In addition to making things 
Me рыш їп general, you cannot 
jour best ^ 
drive your best when you're near 


BRACKET DRAG RACING 

If the smell of burning rubber and 
the feel of your back being pinned to 
the seat is more exciting to you than 
sliding around a corner, maybe 
bracket (handicap) racing is for you. If 
there is a dragstrip near where you 
live, chances are they have bracket 
races, These usually don't cost much 
to enter and you don't have to be that 
fast to do well. 

The premise is that two cars of dif- 
fering performance can race each 
other by giving the slower car a head 
start. This is done by each driver 
picking an elapsed time (e.t.) that he 
thinks he can run consistently. This 
is known as “dialing in.” For instance, 
one driver may pick a 16-second e.t 
for the quarter-mile and the other 
17.5 seconds. At the start, the green 
light for the faster car will come on 

after the slower car gets 
the “go” signal. However, if either саг 
goes faster than their dial-in time, 
they “break out” and are disqualified. 
Ifboth break out, then the one that 
does it by the least amount is the 
winner. If both cars match their dial- 
in time, the driver with the fastest 
reaction time at the start will win. 

‘The beauty of bracket racing is that 
there is seldom a need to regulate modi- 
fications on competing cars. If you want 
to run twin turbos on your big-block 
Cobra, and the guy in the next lane has 
a Fiero/Lambo with a stock four- 
banger, you can still have a good race. 
Here are some tips to get you going. 


(As with any type of racing, check 
бше before you go. Ask 
about helmets, safety, seatbelts, cloth- 
Angret Ror instance, some strips allow 

‘T-shirts but not tank tops. Go figure. 

i jents may require DOT- 
в instead of slicks. 
BkGoodrich makes a street-strip tire 
ось уре event. Other manufac- 
turers make stickier tires as well. 
‘These “street tire” classes are usually 
reserved for amateur racers, and pro- 
fessionals are often excluded. This is 
where you want to be. 


cing, you will want to 
pressures in your rear 
e traction and less tire 


slippage (which can make your е: 
erratic), Check with other competitors. 
and your tire manufacturer. Front 
tires should be overfilled to the rec- 
ommended maximum for less rolling 
resistance. 


If you Have special tires that you 
use just for récing, store them in plas- 
tic bags so that ozone won't make 
them become hard as quickly. 


Ifyou Haye adjustable shocks, set 
the front ones at full soft so the nose 
will come up and weight will trans- 


Мет fastéf onto the rear tires. Special 


drag-racing shocks are available 
that have almost no resistance to 
bump, but are very stiff on rebound. 
This lets the front end come up 
faster and stay up longer. Set the 
rears at full hard. 


ве of electronics in drag rac- 
ingás betoming more prevalent, but 
sonie classes restrict their use. There 

\ are devices to delay the car from 
starting until a predetermined time 
has elapsed. The rear brakes and 
transmission are locked, and when 
the first yellow light comes on the 
tree, the driver pushes a button. 
Since the green light always follows 
the yellow at the same interval, the 
“delay box" won't allow the driver to 
leave the line until the time is up and 
the locks are released. This prevents 
the driver from “red lighting” and 
allows him to adjust the delay to cut а 
better light. Delay boxes, line locks, 
and data recorders are not allowed in 
many amateur-level events, but they 


are becoming more popular. 
З ооз have differing 


оп based on how fast. 
др: In the 11-second-and-up 
«ы t most kit cars fit into, 

you may be expected to have a catch 
can for your radiator overflow, seat- 
belts, a driveline hoop, a Snell- 
approved helmet, and a rollbar. In 
addition, you may need an SFI- 
approved flywheel, clutch, bellhous- 
ing, and racing seatbelts. If you break 
into the 10s, you'll need to add a 
rolleage, а fire suit, and other proteo- 
tion. Check on it. 


sm a 
Э Puilding a replica that is 
ayailable with a live-axle or indepen- 
dent rear suspension, order the live 
(axle if drag racing is in your future. It 
looks up better and is stronger for 
full-throttle burnouts. 


having traction problems 


Énityoy 

and уош gab tank is in the rear, you 
might. wantto run with a full tank to 
\ айй some weight over the rear axle. 


Sonie Cobra replicas and hot-rod 
s Kavetfeur-link rearends with a 
ries of holes on the attaching 

mount. By moving the upper link 
from hole to hole, the amount of 
weight transfer from front to back can 
be adjusted. For street use and road 
racing, the links should be parallel 
and roughly parallel to the chassis 
bottom. For drag racing, drop the 
front of the top link to lower holes, 
thus increasing the angle of the top 
link. Consult with your kit manufac- 
turer or an experienced racer with a 
similar setup about exact settings. A 
starting point is to have the theore 


cal point where the links would inter- 
sect (if they were longer) about 33 
inches from the center of the rear- 
axle housing. 


s a steel hoop that encir- 
iveshaft to contain it in. 
joint fails, You don't want a 
busted driveshaft flailing around your 
interior, particularly since many kit 
cars have fiberglass floors and tranny 
tunnels. You can buy them in bolt or 
weld-on form from chassis manufac- 
turers, or have a race shop fabricate 
one from Yix2-inch wide steel. 
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pe 


Braided brak 
firmer pedal and are not 
to get damaged 
excursion 


з likely 


in an off-course 


TRACK EVENTS 

There are many o 
using your kit car on a real race 
track еру American Owners 
Club, among others, organizes track 

‘obra replicas can t 

kit manufacturers also 
put on track events for their cus- 
tomers. The Touring Car C 
(626/284-2183) puts 
for novices and experts alike, with a 
driver's school to get you started. And 
some vintage racing clubs will allow 
replicas to drive around in their 
"Exhibition" class at less-tha: 
speeds. In any case, track events are 
а quantum step up in speed and dan. 
ger. Here are some tips, 


portunities fo 


n track events 


(Сей adequate rollover protection. 
Wedhave séen more than one Cobra 
replica’ on its top at track events. 
(Although many Cobra and Corvette 
replicas have optional rollbars, make 
sure it is adequate for racing pur- 
poses. Some are more for show than 
£0. Insist on a minimum of .120-inch 
wall thickness (mild steel) with the 
following diameters: 1.5 inches for a 
car under 1,500 pounds, 1.75 inches 
for 1,500 to 2,500 pounds, and 2.25 
inches for over 2,500 pounds. Fore 
and aft braces prevent collapse, and a 
diagonal brace can resist side loads. 
The bar should attach to main frame 
members. Enclosed kits should con 
sider a rollcage. Rollbars and cages 
should be installed by a professional 


ГУЫ have a rollbar, add some 
heagy ап} уре padding to prevent 
gour Bead from contacting it in case 
polloyer. Check with places that 
sell cirele-track equipment. 
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Replace your gas tank with a 
#8 cell (many kits now come with 
theni as standard equipment). Cells 
come in-many sizes and shapes, and 
you'll need a metal container to go 
around it 


For track events you'll want rac- 
ing!style five- or six-point seatbelts, 
АШ current belts have an SFI sticker 
Фа them that tells when they were 
made. If your belts are over five years 
old, replace them, as they weaken 
with age. And make sure they're 
firmly mounted on the chassis, not a 
fiberglass panel or floor. 


Forisiistained lapping in a power- 
{ul ear, you'll need racing brake pads 


(Get affireproof racing suit with 
that ard designed for hot conditions, £ 


loves БОБ, and shoes. A single or 
You'may/also need а high-boiling- ^ рш ил самыны аве 
Point brake fluid (which may по be Suit does not Ofcourse, youll need a 
ideal for everyday use). Bleed your racing helst with a current Snell 
brakes before every track event and sticker. Куш mustache or à 
check for leaks. beard, you'll also need а balaclava to 
80 over your head. 


Most racing organizations require 
a scattershield for your clutch and 
flywheel to contain everything in 
саве of an explosion. A V-8 flywhee 
can pack as much power as a hand 
grenade, and w n Cobras 


virtually torn in half by this. Using 


a steel or aluminum flywheel vil 
help, but you still need the sca 
shield. They're available for popul; 
applications, or a ballistic nylon ver 
can be had that straps around. 
àl cases. 


spe 


Road racing requires 1-quart catch 
cans that keep liquids off the track. 
‘One will be for the radiator overflow. 
‘and another for the engine vents. If 
ar gearbox has a vent (VW), it wil 
е should be vented 


by a filtered breather to allow liquid 
to flow into them. Catch cans are 
available from race car suppliers, or 
you can build your own from rectan- 
gular paint cans. Make sure they can 
be drained easily. 


е Moto-Lita® steering wheels 
* pedal assemblies 
+ dash instruments 


© lonnecu tops 


е windshields 
wind wings 
* oil coolers 
* sun visors 
© fuel cops 
emblems 
bumpers 

e seolbelis 

© switches 

* rollbors 

v shifters 

© mirrors 
louvers 

e latches 
wipers 

* lights 

* seats 

e fons 


Your one-stop shopping mall 
for parts & accessories for your 
Cobra replica 


= 


Send 5 for Finish i's 
45 page color collo 
fearing over 150 еті 


Open 7 days a week. Ask for me, Enzo Alibrondi, at: 


Finish Line Inc./Moto-Lita USA 


3593 S.W. 173rd Terroce, Miramar, FL 33029, phone (954) 436-9101 


(888) 436-9113 == 


ос visit our website ot: 


www.cobraaccessories.com 
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[Get Serious = 
about 


Performance 


Small blocks & big blocks. 

Trannys - 350's, Toploaders, 
C-6's and more... 

Turn-key combinations... 

Cobra Packages!!! 


It's an asphalt jungle out there and you've got to be performance 

wise to survive. Performance engines, transmissions and compo- 

nents from JASPER are built to come out fighting in the survival of 

the fittest. We have power ranges to fit a multitude of kit car 

applications. So whether you want to stay ahead of the pack or 

have them eat your dust, let JASPER devour your competition! 

е Balanced engine assembly, align 
honing, square decking, torque 

plate honing... and more. 


Call us for a free quotation 


1-800-827-7455 


d 815 Wernsing Rd. : Jasper, IN 47546 
A division of Е е 


Jasper Engines & Transmissions 


ASPER 


Performance Products 


Not legal for sale or use in California. 


| ; n 


= [RERFORMANCE 


TIPS AND TRICKS 


This tells you if your engine is having 
problems before it comes apart. Place 
the sender where it's in a stream of 
running oil. 


рдуу 


К 
S 


+ һава merno, ийле bri es с tom eee 
tes poSo 
+ Rates asrdan errs i rapt 4 


+ Peter ig os and wae туп ee et 
rth ana maa ср 1200F 
+ haan gc 2a to evi p 
Pts most pusy wa tarts viene rig ag 
«перона: > 


The ultimate i 


t тз 1S. - ng pur o cnt spem. 
VS o radar Peces chance стода 


36960 Detroit Road Avon, ОН 44011 
Tel: 440/ 934-0800 Fax: 440/ 934-0067 
1-800-264-9472 
www.designengineoring.com 


DESIGN ENGINEERING, INC; 


sk your tire manufacturer for 
córiect pressures. Road-racing tires 
may ruri at lower pressures than 
aütoeroés tires but, if in doubt, run 

| too much rather than too little. When 
you come in off the track, look at the 
tires carefully to see if you're using al 
the tread width. If it looks like the 
center is wearing but the edges are 
not, you may have too much pressure. 
Ask a tire technician (often available 
at track events) for a 


Racing fuel is usually available at 
track events but, unless you have a 

{figh compression ratio (10.5:1 or more), 
performa 


And finally | 
Besttpforanytypeofracing? | 
G5 through a driving school. There 


icing (Frank Hawley), and m 
local SCCA regions frequently put on 
ing schools. А good founda- 
tion in car control will usually make 
more difference in your performance 
than all the hop-up parts you can buy. 
KC | 


* Our conversion uses 1983-1993 
Standard Cab 5-10/6:15 Pickups У 
* Long bed and short Bed available. à 
* Do-it-yourself or have our professionals 
build a truck for you 
* V-8 engine installations available н 
* Quality fiberglass construction with forward 
* Complete conversion packages at $11,888 (ров 
N Б 
MASTER STREET Rops | 
15 WetFirst Street Tempe, AZ 8528 
480.731.3146 
`\ wmmmamasterstreetrods.com 


PS Engineering Vintage Wheels 


Flexibility and serious understanding of how your wheels should look 
and fit is our business! PS Engineering wheels fit your Cobra replica В 
with proper historical distinction in bolt on or knock off. The GT-40 is 
rich in shape and targets a bolt on style in 15x7.5 & 9.5 std sizes. 

For knock off the SIC family is available in 15" & 17" with many 

widths and backspace placements. Call us for а catalogue or 
knowledgeable help with your replica Cobra or street rod project at , 
310-534-4477, fax 310-534-4977, PS Engineering, 2675 Skypark dr., 
#102, Torrance, Ca., 90505. Made entirely іп the USA. 


Bolt on GT-40 15 or 17” S/C type 


PS Engineering ii ne way connected to hoiders o this name. 


18 Place 


Porsche Replica Manu. 
 AHAKKnotts Kit Car Show 
(3 Y 
Р ВВ Bolts оиесудоротоскинисн 
1860 Commerce 81. Unit Н, Corona, CA 91720 (909279.6498 
For Info Packet w/ Photos Send $3.00 — www.fovell.com/penry/perry.htm! 
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| Took Awhile 

| to Finish, Then | 
. | Rebuild, But it 

‚ Was Well Worth 
| the Effort 


| By Jim Youngs 


nent system which 
consists of an onboard computer and 
four coils replacing the distributor. 
The computer takes crankshaft posi- 
tion readings, 
among other 
engine data, from 
a special mag- 
netic pickup sen- 
sor mounted 
behind the har- 
monic damper. 
Automotion of 
Rockville, Mary- 
land, modified 
the Edelbrock 
Performer RPM 
manifold to 
accept а port fuel- 
injection setup 
and, in place of a 
carburetor, an 
Electromotive 
1,600-cfm air 
door regulates 
incoming air. 
Dove Hi-Veloc- 
ity FE heads 
were chosen, fit- 
ted with medium- 
riser-size valves 
and a valvetrain 
featuring roller 
tips, Competition 
Cams roller cam, 
and roller rock- 
ers. The heads 
were flowed by 
Automotion and 
showed great, 
flow characteris- 
tics in the .200- 
to .500-inch lifts, 
indicating а cam 
with a huge lift 
was not neces- 
sary. The Comp 
Cams grind was 
chosen for a fat 


2,000- to 6,200-rpm torque curve. 
“Because of the relatively conserva- 
tive lift for a big-block roller cam and 
moderate rpm, the dual spring pres- 
sures were kept fairly light to 
enhance longevity of the valvetrain 
for long trips and years of trouble. 
free usage,” Albus said. 

‘Once the car was finished and the 
tuning began in earnest, an accident 
caused by an overzealous throttle 
application in slippery conditions, 
caused the car to be laid up while 
repairs were made. Now that the car 
is running again, final tuning is being 
conducted. “I don’t regret for a day 
selling the original medium-riser 
induction system to fund the pur- 
chase of the TEC-II system. I must 
say that the system takes a bit of 
devotion and learning to become pro- 
ficient with it but, man, is it worth it!” 

John continued to relate examples 
of its worth, citing great customer 
support from Electromotive. “The 
Cobra is currently with a friend, Boris 
Podtetenieff in Northern California, 
undergoing some testing on the 
road and at a local circle track. 
Boris described some problems with 
richness-induced stumbling when 
feathering the throttle from a cruise 
condition. I adjusted the program for 
the TEC-I to lean out the motor from 
2,000 to 4,800 rpm at cruise and 
above (but not at full throttle) as a 
function of rpm versus manifold pres- 
sure. I did this on my home computer, 
e-mailed the program to Boris who 
downloaded it to a laptop, then down- 
loaded it into the TEC-II computer. 
The stumbling was cured from 530 
ale АУ within an hour. We соп- 

це st various ch: в to wring 
out better driveability and perfor. н 
mance from the motor. The system 
also gives complete control over the 
spark curve based on similar func- 
tions. This ignition and fuel-control 


system is the most satisfying part of 
the car.” 

We couldn't agree more. We were 
able to take Johns car for a relatively 
short romp through the city and up 
into the foothills of Southern Cali- 
fornia. It’s an impressive package 
with smooth power delivery, instant 
throttle response, and that reserved- 
until-needed energy of the kung fu 
master. To say that the car is fast is 
an understatement, but its stop- 
lighi-to-stoplight smoothness and 
tractability would be hard to beat in 
а non-computer-controlled vehicle. 

John started his project in 1989, 
based on an inexpensive kit and chas- 
sis. As he told us, “I learned fiberglass 
work, body aesthetics, chassis engi- 
neering, metal fabrication, and struc- 
tural design. The work was completed 
by me with the help of Boris, Rex 
Levi, and Tal Cohen. John Steele at 
JPS Motorsports/Auto FLM in North 
Hollywood, California, is credited. 
with the body and paint, upholstery, 
and bringing the car back to life after 
ihe crash. The car you see here bears 
little resemblance to what John 
started with. In addition to extensive 
chassis modifications, the body was 
literally sectioned, corrected, and 
modified to suit a critical eye. The 
rear fenders and lips, for example, 
were reshaped, the front fenders were 
cut completely off, and new ones 
hand-fabricated. 

The chassis was reinforced to 
increase torsional rigidity, and new 
suspension components were 
designed. The original chassis was set 
up for Mustang II front pieces which 
were changed to an original upper 
and lower control-arm geometry. 
John designed the front and rear sus- 
pension components using a program 
called CAR v4.0 (Computer Aided 
Racing). The suspension uses Aldan 
coilovers and a TCI front swaybar. 


The steering rack is a length- 
ened aluminum MG piece addi- 
tionally modified to fit Mustang 
I Ge rods. 

‘The rear sports a 9-inch 
Ford pumpkin from TSM of Lit- 
tleton, Colorado, fitted with 
Lincoln rotors and early-80s 
Toronado calipers mounted 
inboard, The halfshafts are 3- 
inch tubes welded to 
Dana/Spicer truck U-joints. The 
hub carriers employ extra- 
heavy-duty bearings and cus- 
tom-made billet axle stubs. The 
componentry is located by 
lower control arms (upper con- 
trol is handled by the axle 
stubs) and a four-link trailing- 
arm setup was designed and 
fabricated to hold the hub carri- 
ers. Anti-toe linkage was also 
designed and employed. 

As if the music from the 
thundering side pipes wasn't 
enough, the car was fitted with 
a kickin’ sound system com- 
prised of Boston Acoustics 
speakers, 10-inch woofer in the 
trunk, Clarion CD head unit, 
and Rockford Fosgate amplifier. 
The rest of the interior is usual 
fare, with comfortable custom 
seats, wood-rimmed wheel, and 
an assortment of Stewart- 
Warner gauges. 

"Those cool wheels are rare 
Shelby American Mini Europas 
that were widened by PS Engi- 
neering in Torrance, California. 

As we said, it's really a treat 
to stumble across such a nice 
piece of machinery. The bonus 
in this case was that we got to 
take it for a spin and experi- 
ence the efficient operation of a 
computer-controlled road 


rocket. 
Kc 
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32 Hiboy Update 


Our Street Rod Proje 
Finished Chassis an 


þings always take longer than 
expected, particularly when 
you have to rely on others to 
complete tasks that are not in your 
skill bag. We also spend considerable 
time waiting for ordered components, 
scouring hardware stores for 
appropriate fasteners, discussing 
ways to install stuff, sourcing 
components, and generally bench 
racing in the meantime. There 
seemed to have been an inordinate 
amount of time go by between the 
time we initially assembled the 
Cornhuskers chassis and suspension 
components (see Kit Car, Mar. 99) 
and when the frame emerged from 
the paint booth. Once the final touch- 
тар was accomplished, however, we 
quickly forgot about any time lapse. 
and set about reassembling the 
components for the last time, 
The Auto FLM crew did a great 
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By Jim Youngs 


PHOTOGRAPHY: JIM YOUNGS 


prep ard paint job on the chassis, 
slathering on multiple coats of 
Glasurit Porsche Silver basecoat fol- 
lowed by several layers of clearcoat. 
Additionally, the Tanks Inc. stainless 
steel gas tank was painted to match 
the frame, as was the Currie 9-inch 
rearend and Randy's Ring & Pinion 
Service third member. We reinstalled 
the rearend, located by a chrome 4- 
link setup, and put the beautiful TCI 
polished aluminum and chrome IFS 
back in place. The four-wheel 
Wilwood dise brakes and Pete & 
Jakes coilovers were bolted on at each 
corner, and our Stockton Wheel 
painted steclies shod with Cooper 
Cobra rubber remounted. Our wheels 
wear stainless Ford-logo moons and 
ribbed beauty rims. We also did the 
final install on the Master Power 
Brakes master cylinder, booster and 
pedal assembly, and secured the 


ect Finally Has a Beautifully 
id Final Bodywork 


r 


Bp. for Auto FLM to put 
the finishing touches. 

^. on our Comhuskers 
chassis so that we could 
reassemble the components 
for one last time: lt tuned out 
‘beautifully, wearing a rich, 
‘smooth paint job of 

Glasürit Porsche Silver 
'basecoaticlearcoat. 


brake lines (see Kit Car July '99) in 
their proper positions. 

Once the chassis was a true roller, 
it was time for the engine and trans- 
mission to be installed. Before hoist- 
ing the Ford SVO small-block engine 
fitted with aluminum heads, however, 
же thoroughly cleaned the A-1 Auto- 
matic Transmissions C4 tranny case 
and hit it with a couple of coats of flat 
black rattle can. We added a flexplate 
from Windsor-Fox Performance and a 
torque converter from A-1. With both 
units bolted together, we hoisted 
them with a cherry-picker and man- 
aged to slip them between the fram- 
erails, thankfully without coming 
close to nicking the fresh paint. With 
the engine and trans in place, we 
made our measurements to order a 
Denny's driveshaft. Denny's provides 
a "How To Measure Correctly” flyer 
50 that costly mistakes are avoided. 


Once the Tanks Inc. original-style 
gas tank was bolted to the rear 
framerails, we added fittings for fuel 
and return lines, a barbed fitting for a 
check valve/vent, and a universal 
fuel-level sender from Auto Meter. 


Below the tank on the rear 

crossmember, we added a Holley 
"Blue" electric fuel pump that churns 
out 110 gph at 17 psi. 


With the smooth original-style gas 
tank in place, we added fittings for 
fuel and return lines, a hose barb fit 
ting for a check valve/vent, and an 
Auto Meter fuel-level sender. Below 
the tank on the back crossmember, 
we installed a Holley “Blue” electric 
fuel pump and regulator designed for 
street/strip applications with preset 
pressure of 14 psi and rated for 110 
gph. The final step before the finished 
Lone Star body is remounted is rout- 
ing the fuel lines to the engine. 

During our reassembly of the chas- 
sis, the fiberglass was undergoing 
final bodywork and fitting so that 
door and trunk seams are even, the 
Dan Fink windshield is properly 
placed, the body is smoothed, and the 
hood, grille shell, and cowl lines are 
straight, We also reinforced the door 
latches to assure long life, and tabbed 
the body to its steel inner structure 
with fiberglass. 

At the time this is being written, 
we are awaiting word that the body 
has been painted and is ready to be 
lowered onto the chassis and bolted in 
place. Then things will surely rip 
along toward completion as we add 
the many components we have stand- 
ing at the ready. Stay tuned. 


The shiny 
gas tankis a 
handsome piece, 
but someone 
walked off with 
our gas cap. 
Chrome spreader 
bars were also. 
added fore and aft. 
The only thing left 
to do on the. 
chassis is routing 
the fuel and return 
lines. Electrical 
work will be 
completed at a 
later date. 


We think 
the chassis 
came out 

rather well and 
presents a clean 
appearance. 
The body will 
also be painted 
by Auto FLM 
with Glasurit 
Porsche Silver 
to match the 
frame. 


Bodywork 

on the Lone 
Star '32 body 
included not 
only fitting the 
doors and trunk 
lid and dealing 
with соте slight 
voids and high 
spots, but al. 
fitting and 
trimming the. 
hood to match 
the cowl and 
grille shell lines. 


6 We chose aslick Dan Fink chopped windshield frame which happened to 
be a shade on the wide side for our body. It's fairly typical that universal 
components will differ from body to body, given the vagaries of molding, 
tooling, etc. Auto FLM's solution was to build up a fiberglass pad area under 
the stanchions and build up the area under the lower framerail to match the 
contour of the windshield frame. The modifications are hardly discernible, 
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To add some longevity to the 

door latches, we beefed up the 
striker post brackets with added 
reinforcement. 


G Тегтер maintain the body's 
alignment, we tabbed the steel 
inner structure to the body with 
fiberglass in several locations such 
as the kick panel, under dash, and 
under the rear coaming. 


brake lines, fittings 


Comhuskers Rod & Custom 
Dept. KC 
RRI, Box 47 
Alexandra, NE 68303 
402/149-1932 
chassis 


‘Cooper Tire & Rubber Co. 
Dept. KC 
701 Lima Ave. 
Findlay, OH 45840 
800/854-6288 
Cobra tires 


Dept. KC 
1480 N. Tustin Ave. 
Anaheim, CA 92807 
714/528-6957 
narrowed 9-inch rear axles 


Denny's Drive Shatt Service 
Dept. KC 
1189 Military Rd. 
Kenmore, NY 14217 
716/875-6640 
driveshaft 


The Eastwood Company 
Dept. KC 
Box 3014 
Malvern, PA 19355 
800/345-1178 
brake tools 


Flowmaster 
Dept. KC 
2975 Dutton Ave. 
Santa Rosa, CA 95406 
800/544-4761 
Delta Flow mufflers 


810/468-1356 

5.0L H.O. EFI engine 
Holley Performance Products 
Dept. KC 
1801 Russellville RÀ. 
Bowling Green, KY 42102 
502/782-2900 
electric Fuel pump, fuel pressure gauge 


Idi, inc. 
Dept. KC 
11353 Tecumseh-Clinton Rd. 
Clinton, MI 49236 
517/456-4133 
tilt steering column 


Interstate Batteries 
Dept. KC 
12770 Merit Ог. Ste. 400 
Dallas, TX 75251 
91215-6770 
Hot Rod Magazine battery 
JBA Headers 
Dept. KC 
7149-D Mission Gorge Rd. 
San Diego, CA 92120 
619/229-7797 
shorty headers 


JPS Motorsports 
Dept. KC 
11323 Vanowen St, 
N. Hollywood, CA 91605 
818/985-8891 
shop space, advice, grille shell, hood 


цесала 
Dept. KC 
15850 W. 6th Ave. 
Golden, CO 80401 
800/748-5584 
billet steering wheel, hub 


Lone Star Classics 
Dept. KC 
2290 W. Hicks Rd. 
Ft. Worth, TX 76131 
817/431-5422 
"32 Hiboy kit 


Master Power Brakes 
Dept. KC 
254-1 Rolling Hills Rd. 
Mooresville, NC 28115 
704/664-8866 
master cylinder, power booster 


Dept. KC 
1022 W. Burbank Blvd. 
Burbank, CA 91506 
818/848-1058 
custom exhaust system installation 


P-Ayr Products 
Dept. КС 
19641 Santa Fe Trail 
Leavenworth, KS 66048 
800/322-3285 
plastic Ford block 


Dept. KC 
9505 Santa Paula Dr. 
Ft. Worth, TX 76116-5929 
817/244-6898 
12-circuit wiring harness. 
Pelo & Jokes. 
Dept. KC. 

401 Legend Ln. 
Peculiar, MO 64078 
816/758-4504 
coilover shocks, 4-bar link, spindles 


Randy's Ring а Pinion Service 
Dept. KC 
11630 Airport Ra. 
Everett, WA 98204 
425/847-1199 
complete third member 


Russell Performance Products 
Dept. KC 
225 Fentress Blvd. 
Daytona Beach, FL 32114 
brake-line fittings, brake lines, tech support 
Stockton Wheel. 
Dept. KC 
648 W. Fremont St. 
Stockton, CA 95203 
800/395-9433 
steel wheels, caps, rings 


Tanks ine. 
Dept. KC 
P.O. Box 400 
Clearwater, MN 55320 
320/556-7882 
gas tank 
Wiwood Disc Brakes 
Dept. KC 
4700 Calle Bolero 
Camarillo, CA 93012 
805/388-1188 
4-wheel polished disc brake system 


Windsor-Fox Performance 
Dept. KC 
P.O. Box 2683 
Apple Valley, CA 92307 
160/946 3835. 
wv windsorlox com 
flexplate 
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Star Scott...chose a 
Grand Sport because 
he considered it the 


most agg 
lookin, clecar 
ever made. 


that looks this tough better be 
back up the appearance with perfor- 
mance potential. Star’s Grand Sport 
is motivated by a big-block L88, 427ci 
Chev, with 12:1 compression, that. 
pushes the 550hp range. Star expects 
the car to hit the traps in the high 11- 
second range at speeds over 120 mph 
in the quarter-mile. The engine wears 
custom headers, forged crank, alu- 
minum pistons, roller rockers, alu- 
minum heads, 850-cfm double- 
pumper carb, MSD ignition, and Pro 
Billet distributor. The big-block is 
backed up by a Muncie M22 Rock 
Crusher four-speed tranny and Blow 
Proof scattershield. The rearend has 


If there were a 
class for cars 
with the most 
Scoops, vents, 
and louvers, the 
Grand Sport 
would surely 
take the honor 
without much 
competition. 


nolly leather, Auto Meter Pro Comp 
gauges mounted in a brushed-alu- 
minum dash, and a tilt steering col 
umn. Door panels and dash top are 
covered in matching upholstery, and 
the trunk panel and door panels fea- 
ture embossed СБП insignias. The 
upholstery and carpet materials are 
Rolls Royce spec materials. The rear 
window is made of plexiglass with a 
custom molding. 

If there were a class for cars with 
the most scoops, vents, and louvers, 
the Grand Sport would surely take 
the honor without much competition. 
Star's GS has faithful vent locations 
and even has functional rear fender 
scoops for brake cooling. The car was 
painted by Jeffery Leech with Black 
Sapphire enamel with clearcoat, and 
you can see what a stunning vision it 
presents. 

Star Scott's Grand Sport one-off 
replica has been featured on cable 
television shows and has taken home 
its share of top show awards. With 
the kind of attention to detail in this 
car, it will surely go on to be a big 
winner and easily surpass the record 
of the car on which it is based. КС 


Tri-State Motor. 
hands-on workshop where you can 
learn the secrets to bi 
quality Cobra Replica. 


This workshop is ideal for those who have 
ways wanted to build a Cobra Replica 
their own, or want to learn more about 
ate-of-the-art performance car design, 
engineering and assembly Ў 


of 


Our eam of industry professionals includes 
mechanical engineers, certified automotive 
mechanics, experienced race car drivers 
and hard-core Cobra enthusiasts 


ding a show 


Classes are held at Tri-Sate's new 

17,000 sq. fi. assembly facility, located 

опе hour west of Philadelphia PA. Class 
ize в limited to ensure personal instruction. 


(—X 


For more infornation regarding class. 
schedules and prices, or to enroll in the. 
next class, сай (717) 859-5487. 


Tri-State (В) MotorSports 


(717) 859-5487 


Endorsed By 
o Factory Five Racing, Inc. 
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Get Free Kickin’ Images For PC or 
Mac in Our Multimedia Gallery. 


Camshafts 
& Valvetrain 


Did You Miss It on the Newsstand?| 


Hardcore tech, hands-on tips, 
performance secrets, and power 
tricks on your entire valvetrain: 
cams, lifers, pushrods, rocker arms, 
springs, and valves. Whether your 
hot rod or hot truck is built for the 
street or the strip, this special issue 
of Camshafts & Valvetrain will help 
you maximize performance. 

To order in the U.S. and Canada, cal 
1-800/544-6748. Your price wil be $4.95 
plus $2.50 for shipping and handing (n 
Banada $535 plus $3.50). For foreign 
orders, cal 1-201/451-9420 ($4.95 plus 
$6.00) Orders can be placed by fax at 1- 
201/451-5745, by e-malatisi@ 

ита, сот, or by writing to 181. 30 
Montgomery St. Jersey City, NJ 07302. 


This Simple Dolly Project Gets Your Kit Off the Ground, 


and Saves Time and Your Back 


partially completed kit car can 
А: a logistical nightmare 
(we're talking about bare- 
bones kits like Cobras and such, 
where you have to assemble 
everything, not just replace a panel 
here and there). The frame and body 
are likely to be too heavy for one 
person to easily horse around, and 
building a car sitting flat on the floor 
is a strain on the old back (if you have 
а young back, you just wait...) 
Invariably, during the course of 
assembling your kit, you'll need to 
move it for some obscure reason. Like 
maybe you forgot that the attic 
entrance is right above the car, and 
suddenly your spouse just has to have 
something that's been cheerfully 
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By Harold Pace 


PHOTOGRAPHY: HAROLD PACE 


1 Our finished dolly makes rolling a kit around the shop an easy task. You'll 
n 


'eed to determine length of side members based on your own kit chassis. 
Be sure to make it long enough so that the kit won't tip when heavy 
‘Suspension components are installed, The dolly for this Devin uses 8-foot 


side members. 


habituating the overhead for the last 
decade. Having your car on 
Jackstands can be a real pain, and 
Jackstands are prone to being kicked 
ог toppled over by vigorous assembly 
operations. 

Professional car builders at rod 
shops and racing teams have fabri- 
cated metal racks with casters for 
easy mobility and assembly. How- 
ever, these require welding equip- 
ment for assembly and a permanent 
place to store them between. jobs. 
What we had in mind was an inex- 


pensive, portable wooden dolly that 
can be built with simple handtools 
and disassembled for ease of storage. 

NOTE: Do not lie under your car 
while it's on a dolly. Add stands for 
insurance before crawling under- 
neath. This dolly is intended to pro- 
vide a mobile working surface while 
the suspension, brakes, and steering 
are installed. Once the car is on its 
own wheels and tires, you can install 
the engine and transmission. 


Let’s get with it. 


Here are our dolly parts: three 8- 
root iong аав four ‘swiveling 
casters (each with a 700-pound 
rating), and carriage bolts with nuts. 
Make sure the weight rating for the 
casters exceeds the weight of your 
kit, divided by four. If desired, you 
can get casters with toe locks (not 
shown) to prevent the cart from 
rolling on uneven surfaces. Casters 
are sold at better-equipped hardware 
stores and specialty caster dealers. 
Total cost was under $100. Note that 
опе board has been cut in half to 
make two end pieces (see step 3). 


Measure and cut one board to 

Serve as end pieces. Width may 
vary, but should be approximately 
the same width as your frame. 


d Lay casters on the ends of the 
long side pieces and mark the 
bolt locations. Carriage bolts should 
ft the holes in casters and extend 
through the board (5 inches). 


idStates 


Classic Cars & Parts, Фис. 
аа 


cove: MidStates 4275C 
835 W. Отот, РО. Box 427-P Cobra replico outed with 


Hooper, Nebraska 68031 MidStates’ new “H1427” 
402-654-2772 verme Com mucas snee 1902 hord p or Cobrar 
en us toy fæ your kee brochure, ed 'S for o complete inpo or РЕВ 


visit our website ot ww. cobracountry.com/midstates 
{еэ to regere ойтой. Mites itia no moy стон helen o a or ory oher dn invoking бе олун Cobra. 


* Promotional materials 
* Client literature 

* Direct mail 

* Trade shows 


* Press kits 
* Group meetings 
* Public relations 
* New business development 
* Investor relations 
...and more. 
Call 800-256-8271 for a quote. 
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this Viking Blue Unique 289FIA feo 
‘ured promnenlly in B F Goodrich 
‘magazine ods ond promotional 
posters wos bull [ond в drven 
competiivly) by Unique dealer Bob 
Shaw of Senta Але, Соот 


For our big color literature pak, send 'S (for US. or 


Conodon delivery) с ПО for overseos delivery 


For Unique's Factory Tour & Track VHS video, send 
(2295 (6r US. or Canadian delvery) 28 У5 for overseas 


em 


UNIQU 


pil eme" пре 


www.cobracountry.com/unique | 


CARA 
since 1977 


At left: This 


image of o 


э ‘ction spooks 


Cor ond Driver 


Unique Motorcars 
230 East Broad Street, Dept. Р 
Gadsden, Alabama 35903 


(205) 546-3708 
(205) 546-2395 


Tate кийер вле th Oi дун ng sand 


tale as thse duty fature notches qud nd 
uie) the ends of bec pipe, up 0 200. Cap елу в. 
tablet: Desgned tobe damped па bench vse ог. 
tothe weling obe arden by 7 hard dril 


For additional information and pricing go to the web at: 
wwe joitjiger.om or cll tol free in North America 


1-800-NICE CUT (642.2288) 


[rr TOH 


5 Drill holes for the retaining bolts 
that will attach the casters. If you 
have a drill press, it will make the 
holes straighter. if not, be careful, 

| and make sure your drill is square to 
the surface. 


YOU SPIT 
RAW FUEL 
AND TRIP. THE 


6 Attach the casters with carriage 
bolts, with the threaded portion 
and the nut at the bottom. 


7 inches long) that will attach tho 
side and end boards. Center it in the 
board and place it close to the 
casters. Drill both ends of the side 
and end boards. 


m 


88 во! the boards together. The 
dolly can be quickly 
disassembled for storage or 
transport, and reassembled any time 
you need it 


дү 
JOIN THE NATIONAL MUSCLE 
CAR ASSOCIATION. 


*X*ASSOCIATION 
To become an offical NMEA member, call: 
(323) 782-2341 
(Or, ева your Che or maney order to: 
NCA Membership 
Gn Wilshire Sv 
os Mies CA omit өз. 


Here, the 
completed 
dolly is ready to 
be installed 
under our 
project Devin 
(note PVC tubes 
under the car 
that formerly 
provided limited 
mobility). This is 
a half-day 
assembly job. 
that will make 
your project go 
a lot quicker and 
prevent a lot of 
bending over (a 
roll-around shop 
seat is also a 
worthwhile 
addition). 


Mark holes for 1/2-inch bolts (8 | 


1. Buy new 
For he ultimate in спа 
hopping get cur 


Kit Car Buyer's 
Video Guide 


See ive action vdeo of 21 populor 
jis See teas of, i, 
Countache, Auburn, Porsche, 
Mercedes, MG, "55 Chew, 4 
wheelers elc. wih manufadurer’s 

S and specs. New wol, Il 
Wouldn't you rather see livevideo 
‘than tll photos? 50 minute VHS. 


ax hy, 


ew 4 


Mi a (ще ) 


$22.00 «ав 


г 
[Mail orders: 
Пелі a check or money order 


2. Buy used 


Get the bargain hunters” 
аре 


Kit Car Gassifieds 


Bimonthly advertiser features 
Kits ond cas for sole by private 
owners, Lols of good cals on 
finshed cus cs well os many 
unfinishedprojects. Hany great 
bargains. You can Save 


thousands @555! 


1 year subscription $15 


3. Build from scratch 


Don't buld, remodel or repair 
fiberglass without 

Glass Fiber Auto Body 
Construction Simplified 


Material costs for a typical set of 
body ро is under $500, This 
Sese Tort тишү 
Жош ctl ру 
‘own bodies ond molds. 0 
ref жебей photos 


| FIBER Serm | 


$16.00 «st sth 


Telephone orders: | 
Hove your Visa or MasterCordy 


кс! 


ready, call (610) 896-3952, 


[мї your name, address and Outside U.S. add $2 opd 


ress the extension number, 
[юе to the address below. Airmail add $10 fat 1 


е product you want. 


l __ Kit Car Classifieds 1 year subscription $15 extension 14 


1 

__ Kit Cor Buyer's Video $22+$4=$26 extension 16 r 
__ Auto Body Manual $164 942 S20 extension 17 1 

p Get all three and save $12! $45.54 - 549 extension 20 1 


Westwood Publishing, Box 162, Haverford, PA 19041 


i fre: 
ig or seel cars, parts or unfinished kits? Advertise 
| Scl ing or peeking care parts o ШЕЕ ЕЕЕ 


Have reprints on hand — your customers will thank you. 


artides from Petersen publications offer informative 
ed authoritative answers пат customer questions- 


Gall 800-256-8271 today for more information. 
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Ihe Daytona Coupe, named 
г Дойег the location of its first 
race, was built with one 
urpose in mind—to end Ferrari's 
domination of the World Manufac- 
turers Championship. Ferraris 
РА number-one position had never 
$ been seriously challenged, until a 
brash young Texan came along, 
Ў intent on unseating Ferrari from 
eq its prancing horse. Carroll Shelby's 
lightweight Cobras, packed with 


big-inch American muscle, had 
enough venom to intimidate the 
rearing stallion, but the cars simply 
could not compete on the long, high 
Speed Mulsanne Straight. With the 
aerodynamic sophistication of a 
rockel-powered brick, the cars 
topped out far less than their 
streamlined, blood-red competition. 
Enter Peter Brock, Shelby’s design 
wizard, with his ideas for a super- 
ek cade nk ee 


se 25 > 
roadster. Starting with a standard 
Cobra chassis, Brock established a 
lower overall center of gravity and 
added a full bellypan. He reduced the 
the radiator, 
then recessed the driving lights and 
covered the headlights with plexiglass. 
A raked windshield, sloping fastback, 
and truncated Kamm tail wrapped up 
the changes. The cars were an instant 
success, adding 15 mph to the top 
annii aned отга Зааны» ies 


с 
By Joe Greeves 
PHOTOGRAPHY: JOE GREEVES 


са 


mileage. Six coupes 
along with the venerable roadsters, 
they competed head to head with 
Ferrari's best, finally taking the 65, 
World Manufacturers Championship 
in Reims, France. Ferraris domi 
tion had been eclipsed by hean 
hitting American V-8s, and several 
accurate guesses in the fledgling 
science of automotive aerodynamics! 
al 


Ока 


with Craig Breedlove setting 23 
national and international records in 
hours. The car covered 1,800 
miles, averaging more than 150 mph 
on pump gas, and burning less than 
one quart of oil 

The Daytona coupe replica, shown 
in the photos, resembles the original, 
since it is one of only six made by 
Contemporary Classics in its short 
production run. Built for a customer in 
South Africa, the car languished there 
for several years before returning to 
the states. Cobra Restorers Ltd., of 
Kennesaw, Georgia sold the shell to 
Georgia auto dealer Chris Green, then 
helped him complete the car. 

The coupe uses an authentic, 4- 
inch round tube, ladder frame with 
several additional crossmembers 
added for strength. The 90-inch 
wheelbase runs an independent 
Salisbury rear, 3.30 gears, inboard 
Linch Wilwood brakes, and Koni 
coilovers. Up front is an interesting 
combination of unequal length A- 
arms, torsion bars, and Koni shock 
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absorb Е 
rims are wrapped in 8-inch-wide, 
265-15 Goodyear Eagles up front, 
while the rear uses 10-inch-wide 
275-15s. Under the one-piece, tilt- 
forward hood, there is a thundering 
375hp, 289ci, Ford high- 
engine. Four two-barrel Weber 40 
IDA carbs provide the ultimate in 
free-breathing with one throat рег 
cylinder. Forged flat-top pistons and 
Ford Hi-Po rods and crank were 
fitted by Jackie Jones Ford in 
Cleveland, Georgia. Cobra Restore 
added custom Tubular Automotive 
headers, which feed into a 3-inch 
exhaust system with side pipes. A 
four-speed Top Loader trans and a 
Ford Hi-Po clutch get the power to 
the ground 

The hand-laid, black gelcoat body 
has more scoops than Baskin 
Robbins, and all are functional even 
the slim acrylic A-pillar scoop that. 
funnels air along the side of the car 
to the rear brake ducts. The aero- 
dynamic acrylic headlight covers 
contain two small lights inside 
headlight housing. The first set. 
shines forward and acts as signal 
lights. The second set shines back- 
ward, illuminating the reflectors 
inside the headlights and acting as 
parking lights. Additional mini lights 
illuminate the side and rear numbers 
in the rondels. Cobra Restorers cut 
an oil-access door in the hood, 
making it easier to check vital fluids 
‘The company also converted the rear 
window into a functional hatchback, 
simplifying access to the rear- 
mounted battery. 


erformance 


‘The race car heritage is carried 
into the black vinyl interior 
Stewart-Warner gauges report 
timely info to the driver, while the 
short-throw shifter resides in the 

ег console. Instead of flat black 
int for the dash, doors, and floors, 
Cobra Restore 
stripped-dow look with 
upholstered vinyl and carpet. The 
frosty-cold air conditioning unit is a 
welcome option during warm 
Georgia summers. 

The completed Coupe has become 
а treasured addition to Green's 
collection, which includes such 
notables as an original 427 Cobra, а 
pair of Vipers, a Ferrari GTE 350, 
55 T-Bird, and more. If you wish to 
include the car that humbled F. 
in your collection, Upstate Super 
Replicars Inc. will sell you a body 
and frame package for $24,999—a 
semicomplete package that includes 
everything but the drivetrain, paint, 
and plumbing for $66,500; or a full 
competition turnkey with a 351 
Windsor for $90,000. кс 


SOURCES 
Cobra Restorers Ltd. 
Dept. КС 
3099 Carter Cir. 
nnesaw, GA 30144 

770/427-0020 


Upstate Super Re 
Dept. KC 
РО. Box 422 


518/783-1651 


at some of the reasons 
Racing has completely 


You can 
pay more, 
you just 
can't get 

more. 


Take a good 


why Factory F 
fined qualit 


Our kit was specifically engineered around 
the 5.0 Mustang, a donor car that is 
remarkable for it's performance, 
value and aftermarket support. 


red. 


today's replica market. 


lerneath our 
accurate 427 SC body and 
you'll е finest original style 
4" round tube frame ever. Itis 
computer designed and made from 
the highest quality materials. 


"heck Racing development and 
Check un ig 
quality engineering go hand 
in hand. Our commitment to 
racing has enabled us to build 
the most dependable, street- 


going Cobra replica ever. 


id 


The unique combination of modern 

running gear and classic design 
delivers world class performance 
that is reliable and comfortable 


To build a great replica you need to 
start with the best parts. Our standard 
parts include items like the original 
British components, a tubular front 

ith aluminum coil-over 


suspensi 
shocks, authentic three point roll 
bar and four-into-one side exhaust. 


To receive our free 24 page information ^ 
package, please call (508) 291-3443. 
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absorbers. PS Engineering 15-inch 
rims are wrapped in 8-inch-wide, 
265-15 Goodyear Eagles up front, 
while the rear uses 10-inch-wide 
275-15s. Under the one-piece, tilt- 
forward hood, there is a thundering 
375hp, 289ci, Ford high-performance 
engine. Four two-barrel Weber 40 
IDA carbs provide the ultimate in 
free-breathing with one throat per 
cylinder. Forged flat-top pistons and 
Ford Hi-Po rods and crank were 
fitted by Jackie Jones Ford in 
Cleveland, Georgia. Cobra Restorers 
added custom Tubular Aut 
headers, which feed into a 3-inch 
exhaust system with sid 
four-speed Top Loader t 
Ford Hi-Po clutch get th 
the ground. 

‘The hand-laid, black g 
has more scoops than Ba 
Robbins, and all are fane 
the slim acrylic A-pillar в 
funnels air along the side 
to the rear brake ducts, 1 
dynamic acrylic headligh 
contain two small lights | 
headlight housing. The fi 
shines forward and acts t 
lights. The second set shi 
ward, illuminating the re 
inside the headlights and 
parking lights. Additional 
illuminate the side and 14 
in the rondels. Cobra Res 
an oil-access door in the 
making it easier to check 
The company also conver! 
window into a functional | 
simplifying access to the } 
mounted battery. 


g Breedlove setting 23 
ional and international records in 
12 hours. The car covered 1,800 
miles, averaging more than 150 mph 
on pump gas, and burning less than 
one quart of oil. 

‘The Daytona coupe replica, shown 
in the photos, resembles the original, 
since it is one of only six made by 
Contemporary Classics in its short 
production run. Built for a customer in 
South Africa, the car languished there 
for several years before returning to 
the states. Cobra Restorers Ltd., of 
Kennesaw, Georgia sold the shell to 
Georgia auto dealer Chris Green, then 
helped him complete the car. 

The coupe uses an authentic, 4- 
inch round tube, ladder frame with 
several additional crossmembers 
added for strength. The 90-inch 
wheelbase runs an independent 
Salisbury rear, 3.30 gears, inboard 
11-inch Wilwood brakes, and Koni 
coilovers. Up front is an interesting 

combination of unequal length A- 
arms, torsion bars, and Koni shock 
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The race car heritage is carried 
into the black vinyl interior. 
Stewart-Warner gauges report 
timely info to the driver, while the 
short-throw shifter resides in the 
center console. Instead of flat black 
paint for the dash, doors, and floors, 
Cobra Restorers softened the 
stripped-down-racer-look with 
upholstered vinyl and carpet. The 
frosty-cold air conditioning unit is a 
welcome option during warm 
Georgia summers. 

The completed Coupe has become 
a treasured addition to Green's 
collection, which includes such 


some of the reasons 
ing has completely 
j quality and value in 


Our kit was specifically engineered around 


ined the 5.0 Mustang, a donor car that is 
remarkable for it's performance, 
value and aftermarket support. 


Youcan 4 


ey m 


Crete 427 SC body and 

you'll find е. finest original style е. 

Ya round tube frame ever. It is 
computer designed and made from 
highest quality materials 


Racing development and 
quality engineering go hand 
in hand. Our commitment to 

racing has enabled us to build 
the most dependable, street- 
going Cobra replica ever 


the 


The unique combination of modern 
running gear and classic design 
delivers world class performance 
that is reliable and comfortable. 


To build a great replica you need to 
start with the best parts. Our standard 
paris include items like the original 
British components, a tubular front 
suspension with aluminum coil-over 
shocks, authentic three point roll 

bar and four-into-one side exhaust. 


To receive our free 24 page information 
package, please call (508) 291-3443. 


Innovative engineering, authentic 

design and high quality components 
earned us Peterson's "Best Buy" 
Cobra Kit Award. 


(508) 291-3443 
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FLATBUG FAN 
Tm very interested in anything 
related to VW flatbed/pickup kits. I've 
seen kits in the past, but nothing 
lately. Any info on kit companies, past 
ог present, would be appreciated. ГЇ 
be moving to Baja, Mexico, and plan 
to build flatbeds. 
Jo DeShindry 
Oakhurst, СА 


You're in luck! Spectre-BWG. 
(414/646-4884) strikes again. They 
make a pickup kit for the VW Bug that 
involves cutting off the rear of the cab 
and adding a cap and pickup bed. 

They also sell a mini-wrecker version of 
this pickup. For more information on 
VW-based kit cars, try The Big Guide 
to VW Kits, published by the Big Car 
Book Company (602 1376-1550). 


EAGLE FLIER 
‘One day I was contemplating my 
options of escape from a mid-life crisis 
and ran across an ad for Eagle 
Manufacturing in an old magazine. 
They were the originators of the 250 
GTO rebody for the Datsun Z cars 
that live on at Blue Ray and Velo 
Rossa. But I have always been an 
admirer of the 246 Dino GTS, Eagle 
also set out to produce a facsimile on 
the Porsche 914 chassis. Did this ever 
achieve production? Does the 
‘company exist in any form? 
Dan Romeo 
Palos Park, IL 


The Eagle 914 rebody did make it 
into production and we hear from 
owners every now and then. 
Unfortunately, Eagle is out of business 
and the last company that we know of. 
that made a version of that body (a 
knock-off of the Kelmark /Magnum 
VW kit) was Exotic Enterprises, who 
‘made one based on a Fiero chassis. 
Last time we talked they said they 
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By the Editors 


were no longer available. 
Your best bet would be to vis it car 
shows and swap meets. Scarcely one 
goes by that there isn'ta used 
Kelmark Magnum | Eagle or some 
similar variation for sale. If you can live 
without the Eagle 914 chassis version 
(which is rare but not particularly 
valuable) you should have no problem 
finding a Dino replica of some sort. One 
of the nicest was the Magnum kit that 
used a mid-engine tubular chassis with 
а Mazda RX-7 engine. 


GAZELLE GAL 

T have been a subscriber for quite 
some time and enjoy your magazine. I 
read Mailbox every month hoping 
someone will write in with the 
problem I'm having. Well, it's been 
almost a year and I've yet to find 
someone else with the same dilemma 
as mine. 

Trecently purchased a 29 Gazelle kit 
car from a relative. He won it 15 years 
ago in Las Vegas and doesn't have any 
paperwork on it except for the title. It 
has а'69 VW engine and chassis. My 
problem is that I would like to do some 
restoration and need some Gazelle 
parts for it. I can't seem to locate 
companies that carry parts for the 
Gazelle. I did find a torn sticker in the 
engine compartment of the company 
that put the kit together. It reads __ 
Louis Car Company in Valley Park, 
Missouri. Of course, their phone 
number is out of service. When I 
inquire at different replica companies I 
usually get scoffed at. I know it is not 
one of the real neat expensive kits like 
the Cobra, but it’s still all mine, and if 
you can love а car, I sure do! 

I would appreciate any information 
you can give me on where to find. 
parts. If anyone knows about the 
company I would love to get historical 
background on my car. 

Donna Black 


Punta Gorda, FL 


The Gazelle was one of the most 
popular kit cars of all time, trailing 
only dune buggies and Cobra replicas 
in popularity. Classic Motor Carriages 
(CMC) in Florida sold thousands of 
them in the '80s and 905. Most were 
VW-based but others had Pinto or 
Chevette running gear. Look for 
articles in old issues of Kit Car at 
swap meets (unfortunately, we don't 
have copies that far back). They were 
also sold by their Fiberfab division, 
and were copied by numerous other kit 
car companies. CMC went out of 
business in a big way a while back. 

Your best starting place is Auto 
Resolution (888 | 888-6645) for parts 
‘and information. York Motorcars 
(804/798-5268) also likes Gazelles. 
They have many old parts on hand 
and are making some others. In fact, 
the last time we talked to them they 
had a Gazelle they were restoring. 


HOW TO PICK UP GRILLES 
Thave a Frazer-Nash kit that I 

completed in the '70s which I enjoy 
driving very much. Last year I did a 
cosmetic restoration on the car and 
found that I badly needed a new 
chrome/plastic grille shell. Antique 
and Classics in New York is out of 
business. Can you help me? 

Ron Block 

Lowell, MI 


We don't know of any sources for 
new F-N grilles, but you may be able 
to save yours in several ways. One 
idea is to have your old grille repaired 
and rechromed. However, we talked to 
Chuck at American Plastic Chrome, 
(734/721-1967), who told us that vac- 
uum metalizing, which is the way they 
rechrome plastic parts, is best for inter- 
ior parts that are not exposed to weather. 
So, it may not hold up that well. 

Another option is to take your plas- 
tic grille to a rod or restoration shop 
that builds steel or aluminum-bodied 
custom cars. They may be able to 
duplicate it in metal, which could 
then be chromed and would stand up 
better. This might not be cheap, but 
grille shells are not that complicated, 
so it may be affordable. 

Finally, you could always use the 
old grille to have a fiberglass shop pull 
a mold from and then make a fiber- 
glass grille. This could be painted sil- 


ver or body color with a clearcoat finish 
for extra gloss. Then you would be able 
to make others in the future. When get- 
yr custom work like 

this. our grille with you 
so they can see it. Estimates given over 
the phone often change when you walk 
in the door with the actual part. 


INTREPID BUILDER 

You guys have a great magazine, 
and I have only two gripes: The maga- 
zine isn't thick enough, and it doesn't 
get here often enough! Tm trying to 
find info on the Chrysler Intrepid dri- 
vetrain—I think it's called the 142 
with the new engine. I'm thinking 
about using that for a kit and maybe 
supercharging it. How much power will 
the transaxle hold? Will it hold at least 
300? What do you think the motor will 
put out with the supercharger? Any 
information will be great. 

Also, in the Sept. 97 issue you 
showed a car called the Piranha from 
Russia. Have you done a piece on it 
yet? If so, what issue is it in? Also, 
how about the Finale from Pisa? 
‘Thanks for a great magazine, and 


keep up the good work. 
Greg Parsons 
Hodgen, OK 


We've been getting a lot of ques- 
tions on the Intrepid drivetrain. We 
called our sources at Chrysler and 
found that the version used in the 
300S and LHS puts out 253 hp and is 
plenty strong. It's the same engine 
used in the Prowler, but in а front- 
engine | rear-drive configuration. The 
engine will put out more power if 
‘supercharged, but the transaxle is the 
weak link. It is designed for 250 lb-ft 
of torque and could be unreliable with 
а modified engine if used hard on a 
regular basis. The packaging is very 
‘good, being one of the few longitudinal 
engine arrangements using an inte- 
grated subframe with suspension. 
‘Apparently, a Dodge dealer built a 
twin-engine LHS with an engine in 
each end. With 506 hp and four- 
wheel-drive, it really hauled! 

We covered the Piranha in our 
Mar. 98 edition, but it doesn’t appear 
to have made it into production. The 
Finale is available from PISA 
(602/376-1550) and was covered most 
recently in our Mar. 9 issue. 


THAT'LL 
SHO "ЕМ 

First of all, Га 
like to say 
thanks for pro. 
viding myself 
and fellow enthu- 
siasts with the 
kind of diverse. 
and in-depth 
information that 
gets the job done. 
My interest isn't 
geared toward a 
full-blown kit, 
but rather engine swaps for borderline 
psychotic power-to-weight ratios. One 
of my favorite swaps is the Shogun 
Ford Festiva/Taurus SHO. This is 
truly inspiring with its low-buck donor 
car and sweet-revving six. I am the 
owner of a late-model Toyota MR-2 
which, of course, is already a mid- 
engine sports car. It’s lighter, handles 
better, and is more cost effective than 
a Fiero. My question is, does the mid- 
engine donor car, coupled with a front- 
wheel-drive engine/tranny, make this 
a match made in heaven? No adapter 
plates needed. No worry of over- 
stressing the transmission. If it fit in a 
Ford Festiva, it has to fit in an MR-2, 
I don't need the trunk anyway. 

How in the world do you get 
started on a project like this? Are 
there shops that specialize in custom 
hybrids? I figure $2,500 for the car, 
and $2,500 for a used engine and 
tranny. What can I expect beyond 
this, $5,000 or $10,000 more for labor 
and the unexpected? I'm doing this. 
with or without you, but WITH would 
be a blessing! 

Joseph Herr 
Ft Lupton, CO 


Without having your dream combo 
in front of us, it seems like a doable 
deal. However, there are a number of 
pitfalls to look out for. When you get 
the SHO engine, be sure to get the 
radiator, exhaust system, wiring har- 
ness, and all engine control modules 
аз well. Also, check how much offset is 
in the differential to see if you will 
have to buy custom-made axles in 
addition to custom flanges. 

Another important item to look into 
is engine weight. The SHO V-6 will 
probably weigh more than the Toyota 


four-banger, and the MR-2 already has 
57 percent of its weight on the rear 
wheels. Handling is likely to suffer, and 
you will probably need taller and stiffer 
"Tear springs and a stiffer front sway 
bar. The MR-2 was also marginal on 
having enough tire for the turbo ver- 
sion, so plan on wider and stickier tires 
for your increased output. You will also 
have to fabricate a shift mechanism 
and exhaust system, and modify the 
cooling system for increased capacity. If 
there isn't room for the SHO radiator, 
‘you may have to get a custom unit 
‘made by Griffin or Fluidyne. Use the 
emissions-control system from the SHO, 
‘and don't leave any parts out. 

Another potential source of grief is 
the engine-control system. The SHO 
had ABS and the MR-2 did not, so 
there may be a compatibility problem 
that a computer expert could probably 
sort out, given enough time (many 
engine-control modules run a self: 
diagnostic when started, and if it gets 
а message back that the ABS is not 
working, you may have problems). 

‘Also, check the height of the engine 
carefully. It appears to be taller than 
the Toyota engine, so make sure it will 
fit vertically as well as front-to-back. 
Be aware that if you have to cut out 
‘any firewalls for clearance, you'll have 
to put that rigidity back in, as there is 
no frame to take up the slack. You 
тау need to add a rollcage or sub- 
frame in the back. Your best bet on. 
‘getting this done is to talk to shops 
that build hot rods and racing cars, 


| 
| 
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FLATBUG FAN 
Tm very interested in anything. 
related to VW flatbed/pickup kits. I've. 
seen kits in the past, but nothing 
lately. Any info on kit companies, past 
or present, would be appreciated. ГЇ 
be moving to Baja, Mexico, and plan 
to build flatbeds. 
Jo DeShindry 
Oakhurst, CA 


You're in luck! Spectre-BWG 
(414 646-4884) strikes again. They 
‘make a pickup hit for the VW Bug that 
involves cutting off the rear of the cab 
and adding a cap and pickup bed. 
They also sell a mini-wrecker version of 
this pickup. For more information оп 
VW-based kit cars, try The Big Guide 
to VW Kits, published by the Big Car 
Book Company (602 316-1550). 


EAGLE FLIER 
One day I was contemplating my 
options of escape from a mid-life crisis 
and ran across an ad for Eagle 
Manufacturing in an old magazine. 
They were the originators of the 250 
GTO rebody for the Datsun Z cars 
that live on at Blue Ray and Velo 
Rossa. But I have always been an 
admirer of the 246 Dino GTS. Eagle 
also set out to produce a facsimile on 
the Porsche 914 chassis, Did this ever 
achieve production? Does the 
company exist in any form? 
Dan Romeo 
Palos Park, IL 


__ The Eagle 914 rebody did make it 
into production and we hear from 
[pers every now and then. 
ly, Eagle is out of business 
last company that we know of 
а version of that body (a 
‘of the Kelmark / Magnum 
аз Exotic Enterprises, who 
based on a Fiero chassis. 
ше talked they said they 


By the Editors 


were no longer available. 

Your best bet would be to visit kit car 
shows and swap meets. Scarcely one 
goes by that there isn’t a used. 
‘Kelmark | Magnum | Eagle or some 
similar variation for sale. If you can live 
without the Eagle 914 chassis version 
(which is rare but not particularly 
valuable) you should have no problem 
finding Dino replica of some sort. One 
of the nicest was Ве Magnum kit that 
used a mid-engine tubular chassis with 


а Mazda RX-7 engine, 


GAZELLE GAL 

Thave been a subscriber for quite 
some time and enjoy your magazine. I 
read Mailbox every month hoping 
someone will write in with the 
problem I'm having. Well, it's been 
almosta year and I've yet to find 
someone else with the same dilemma 
as mine. 

I recently purchased а 29 Gazelle kit 
car from a relative. He won it 15 years 
ago in Las Vegas and doesn’t have any 
paperwork on it except for the title. It 
has a’69 VW engine and chassis. My 
problem is that. would like to do some 
restoration and need some Gazelle 
parts for it. I can’t seem to locate 
companies that carry parts for the 
Gazelle. I did find a torn sticker in the 
engine compartment of the company 
that put the kit together. It reads — 
Louis Car Company in Valley Park, 
Missouri. Of course, their phone 
number vies of service. When I 
inquire at different replica companies I 
usually ge scoffed at. I know itis not 
one of the real neat expensive kits like 
the Cobra, but its still all mine, and if 
you can love а car, I sure dol 

I would appreciate any information 
you can give me on where to find 
parts. If anyone knows about the 
company I would love to get historical 
background on my car. 

Donna Black 
Punta Gorda, FL 


‘The Gazelle was one of the most 
popular kit cars of all time, trailing 
only dune buggies and Cobra replicas 
in popularity. Classic Motor Carriages 
(CMC) in Florida sold thousands of 
them in the '80s and '90s. Most were 
VW-based but others had Pinto or 
Chevette running gear. Look for 
articles in old issues of Kit Car at 
swap meets (unfortunately, we don't 
have copies that far back). They were 
also sold by their Fiberfab division, 
and were copied by numerous other kit 
car companies. CMC went out of 
business in a big way a while back. 

Your best starting place is Auto 
Resolution (888/888-6645) for parts 
and information. York Motorcars 
(804/798-5268) also likes Gazelles. 
They have many old parts on hand 
and are making some others. In fact, 
the last time we talked to them they 
had a Gazelle they were restoring. 


HOW TO PICK UP GRILLES 
Thave a Frazer-Nash kit that I 

completed in the’70s which I enjoy 
driving very much. Last year I did a 
cosmetic restoration on the car and 
found that I badly needed a new 
chrome/plastic grille shell. Antique 
and Classics in New York is out of 
business. Can you help me? 

Ron Block 

Lowell, MI 


We don't know of any sources for 
new F-N grilles, but you may be able 
to save yours in several ways. One 
idea is to have your old grille repaired 
and rechromed. However, we talked to 
Chuck at American Plastic Chrome, 
(734/721-1967), who told us that vac- 
uum metalizing, which is the way they 
rechrome plastic parts, is best for inter- 
ior parts that are not exposed to weather. 
So, it may not hold up that well. 

Another option is to take your plas- 
tic grille to a rod or restoration shop 
that builds steel or aluminum-bodied 
custom cars. They may be able to 
duplicate it in metal, which could 
then be chromed and would stand up 
better. This might not be cheap, but 
grille shells are not that complicated, 
so it may be affordable. 

Finally, you could always use the 
old grille to have a fiberglass shop pull 
а mold from and then make a fiber- 
glass grille. This could be painted sil- 


body color with a elearcoat finish 
we га gloss. Then you would des 
Pr nahe others in the future. When get. 
frg estimates for custom work Ше 
ine always take your grille with you 
1 еу сап see it. Estimates given over 
the phone often change when you walk 
jn the door with the actual part 


INTREPID BUILDER 

You guys have a great magazine, 
and I have only two gripes: The maga- 
zine isn’t thick enough, and it doesn't 
get here often enough! Tm trying to 
fnd info on the Chrysler Intrepid dri- 
vetrain—I think it’s called the 142 
with the new engine. Im thinking 
about using that for a kit and maybe 
supercharging it. How much power will 
the transaxle hold? Will it hold at least 
300? What do you think the motor wall 
put out with the supercharger? Any 
information will be great. 

Also, in the Sept. 97 issue you 
showed a car called the Piranha from 
Russia, Have you done a piece on it 
yet? If so, what issue is it in? Also, 
how about the Finale from Pisa? 
‘Thanks for a great magazine, and 
keep up the good work. 

Greg Parsons 
Hodgen, OK 


,. Weve been getting a lot of ques- 
tions on the Intrepid drivetrain. We 
called our sources at Chrysler and 
found that the version used in the 
3008 and LHS puts out 253 hp and is 
Plenty strong. It's the same engine 
used in the Prowler, but in a front 
engine rear-drive configuration. The 
engine will put out more power if 
Supercharged, but the transaxle is the 
weak link. It is designed for 260 lb-ft 
Ftorque and could be unreliable with 
с modified engine if used hard on a 
"euler basis. The packaging is very 
800d, being one of the few longitudinal 
ngine arrangements using an inte- 
puted subframe with suspension. 
dbbarently, a Dodge dealer built а 
cad, eine LHS with an engine in 
wh. па. With 506 hp and four- 

'eldrive, it really hauled! 
May covered the Piranha in our 
оң 98 edition, but it doesn't appear 
Пад ade и into ic The 
is available from РЇ: 
(602/376-1650) and os covered mast: 
"Ҹу in our Mar, 99 issue. 


THAT 
SHO'EM 
First of all ra 
like to say 
thanks for pro- 
viding myself 
and fellow enthu- 
siasts with the 
kind of diverse 
and indepth 
information that 
gets the job done. 
My interest isn't 
geared toward a 


full-blown kit, 
but rather engine swaps for borderline 
psychotic power-to-weight ratios. One 
of my favorite swaps is the Shogun 
Ford Festiva/Taurus SHO. This is 
truly inspiring with its lov-buck donor 
car and sweet-revving six. I am the 
owner ofa late-model Toyota MR-2 
which, of course, is already a mid- 
engine sports car. Its lighter, handles 
better, and is more cost effective than 
а Fiera. My question is, does the mid- 
engine donor car, coupled with a front- 
wheel-irive engine/tranny, make this 
a match made in heaven? No adapter 
plates needed. No worry of over- 
stressing the transmission. If it fit in a 
Ford Festiva, it has to fit in an MR-2. 
T don't need the trunk anyway. 

How in the world do you get 
started on a project like this? Are 
there shops that specialize in custom 
hybrids? I figure $2,500 for the car, 
and $2500 for a used engine and. 
tranny. What сап 1 expect beyond 
this, $5,000 ог о ms eum 

ше ? Tm 
ber er vithan) you, but WITH would 
к Joseph Herr 
Ft Lupton, СО 


ibo 
Without having your dream соти 
in front of us it seems like a doable 
dp Te However, there are o number of 
ifl to look out for. When you get 
ine, be sure to get 
the SHO tem trig har 
d ine control m : 
ton a 
ае e differential to se if you wl 
po to buy custom sir 
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four-banger, and the MR-2 already has 
57 percent of its weight on the rear 
wheels. Handling is likely to suffer, and 
you will probably need taller and stiffer 
rear springs and a stiffer front sway 
bar. The MR-2 was also marginal on 
having enough tire for the turbo ver- 
sion, so plan on wider and stickier tires 
for your increased output. You will also 
have to fabricate a shift mechanism 
and exhaust system, and modify the 
cooling system for increased capacity. If 
there isn't room for the SHO radiator, 
you may hate to get a custom unit 
‘made by Griffin or Fluidyne. Use the 
enissions-control system from the SHO, 
and don't leave any parts out. 

Another potential source of grief is 
the engine-control system. The SHO 
had ABS and the MR-2 did not, so 
there may be a compatibility problem 
that a computer expert could probably 
sort out, given enough time (many 
engine-control modules run a self- 
diagnostic when started, and if it gets 
a message back that the ABS is not 
working, you may have problems). 

Also, check the height of the engine 
carefully. It appears to be taller than 
the Toyota engine, so make sure it will 
fit vertically as well as front-to-back. 
Be aware that if you have to cut out 
any firewalls for clearance, you'll have 
to put that rigidity back in, as there is 
no frame to take up the slack. You 
may need to add a rollcage or sub- 
frame in the back. Your best bet on. 
‘getting this done is to talk to shops. 
that build hot rods and racing cars, 
who are used to swapping engines 
ала fabricating brackets, etc. It won't 
be cheap, but if your heart is set on an 
MR-SHO it can probably be done. 
Remember, the Shogun Festiva-SHO 
swap you mentioned required a huge 
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amount of fabricating by Chuck Beck 
and Rick Titus, both of whom seri- 
ously know their way around a race 
shop. And it cost $47,000. 


BUGGY FAN 
Ihave two questions. First, I 
would like to know where the dune 
buggy is and how much they want for 
it ("Salvage Secrets," Jan. 99). Sec- 
ond, in the Mar. '99 issue you men- 
tion in Kit Tech that Ryan Motors 
sells shortened VW chassis. I would 
like the address of this company and 
the cost of the chassis. 
Andy Milliron 
Sioux Falls, SD 


The buggy was at Cowtown Truck 
Parts and Salvage in Arlington, Texas 
(817/572-3365), We don't know if they 
still have it, but give them a call. 

Ryan Motors sells VW chassis that 
have been shortened 12.5 inches and 
reconditioned for $1,795. Write them 
at 2321 S. Santa Fe Ave,, Vista, CA 
92083, or call 760/599-6813. 


JAMAICAN HOLIDAY 
T recently purchased an unfinished 
Fiberfab Jamaican V-8 and am look- 
ing for information on this kit. I would 
like to find out what windshield, back 
glass, door-locking mechanism, ete. it 
uses. T am also looking for a Jamaican 
assembly manual, I would also be 
interested in finding out if there is a 
Fiberfab Jamaican club out there. I 
have always thought this was a great 
kit and would like to complete it in 
the style it was intended. It has an 
English chassis (maybe MG, Triumph, 
or Austin Healey—I'm not sure) and it. 
is already set up for a small-block 
Ford engine with a C4 transmission 
and 9-inch rearend. Any help would 
be appreciated, 
Lamar Meeks 
Laurens, SC 


The Jamaican is a personal 
favorite of ours as well. It was one of 
the best-looking kits of its era. The 
windshield and chrome trim шеге 
from а 63 Corvette Sting Ray coupe, 
and the back glass and trim were 
early Porsche 911/912, Side windows 
were from a VW Karmann-Ghia, as 
were the winding mechanisms, Door 
locks and handles could be either spe- 
cial Fiberfab parts or Karmann-Ghia. 
The door hinges were 65-66 Ford, but 
we don't know which model. The door 
latches and strikers were 69 Chevy 
Impala. Headlights were Chevy Шапа 
the standard taillights were Ford 
Maverick (although many others were 
substituted). 

There were two Jamaican bodies. 
The early ones had a hinged nose that 
pivoted up like a Jaguar XKE and was 
‘made to fit on English sports car chas- 
sis. Sounds like this is what you have. 
Later, a widened version was made to 
fit their own tube frame with a mixture 
of Corvair and Corvette suspension 
and a Chevy V-8 This body was also 
sold to fit on a VW chassis. It is identi 
fied by not having the tilt nose (a con- 
ventional hood was used instead). 

We don't know of a Jamaican club, 
but maybe the guys at the Fiberfab 
Avenger | Valkyrie club (814 /267- 
3748) would share some Fiberfab lore. 
with you. If not, how about starting a 
club of your own? 


BENZ EASILY 
Tm writing in regard to the Her 
itage 500K roadster I possess. The 
vehicle is about 95-percent completed. 
I would like to find out if there are 
any firms in business that produce 
parts for this vehicle. The parts I am 
most interested in pertain to the 
body, chassis, and interior, Anything 
pertaining to the mechanical parts is 
not a problem. Any assistance in this 
matter will be highly appreciated. 
Joel Katz 
Cranford, NJ. 


Mercedes 500KK replicas were once 
very popular and built by a number of 
companies. The only ones we know of 
at this time are built by Prototype 
Research and Development in Canada 
(705 | 653-4525) and Indy Exotics. 
(317/784-1119) in Indianapolis, Indi- 
ana. Their kits may differ from yours 
in detail, but you should be able to 
adapt the parts you need. 


A CERTAIN FLARE 
Hey, you guys talked about bending 
your own brake lines and installing а 
‘complete system. You said that AN fit- 
tings require a 37-degree flare on the 
tubing. I can't find a flaring tool for 37- 
degree flares. You can buy a 45-degree 
flaring tool just about anywhere. Where 
can I get a tool to do the AN flare? 
John Monaco 
St, Augustine, FL 


For a 37-degree flaring tool, try 
Speedway Motors at 402/474-4411. 
They sell one for $69.95, PN 910- 
You might want to get a copy 
of their $5 catalog, since they carry 
brake-line kits and other tools for 
plumbing your braking system. 


kc 


Have a technical question 
about your kit project? Send 
your questions to Kit Tech, Kit 
shire Blvd., Los 


Car, 6420 W 
Angeles, CA 90048, or e-mail us 


at kitear@peter 


npub.com. 
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BEST CATALOGS 


TONY D. BRANDA 


TCOBRANDA" 


"COBRANDA' Cobra 
А Deadly Acces- 
sores catalog "1099- 
2000" by Tony D. 
Banda Porormenoe. 
Weofer Carol Shel- 
by and Ford licensed 
products such as 
КЫз жыш ейи и COBRA logo engine 


muc [eere 


‘covers, ol pans, oval 
ак cleaners) emblems, steering wheels, apparel, ас. 
for original and repica Cobras. Catalog $2.00 


SPEEDWAY MOTORS 


© 


ү Speedway Motos offers 

the largest selection for 
Kit car enthusiasts from. 
quality reproduction. 
fiberglass bodies and 
parts to complete kit 
cars. Whether I's just 
the “finishing touch" 
‘accessories or all the 
parts for a “build it from 
tha ground up" project, 
ош 1999 catalog has it 
alll Catalog $5.00 


Why spin your wheels shopping, 
when you can order from cata- 
logs in the comfort of your own 
lounge chair or hammock? The 
catalogs in this bonus section 
are filled with performance prod- 
ucts and accessories for your kit 
car project. Choose as many cat- 
alogs as you like from the selec- 
tions offered in Kit Car’s Best 
Catalogs™ offer. Simply fill out 
the coupon at the end of this sec- 


FACTORY FIVE RACING INC. 


© 


Factory Five rac- 
ing, the world's 
leading 427 Cobra 
Replica manufac- 
turer, offers a free 
32 page informa- 
Чоп brochure, 
Also available is 
the company’s 25- 


minute product 


tion and mail it off. Then just and facility tour 
sit back and relax as your cata- со aE 
logs are headed for your mai 
box. Hurry! Offer ends soon! 

CRUTCHFIELD CORP. AMSOIL INC. 


For the perfect 
sound system for 
your car, count on. 


^ Drating 25 years 
аз tho leading саг 

= ‘stereo authority! 

2 Д Cet our FREE cat- 
alog and sea how 

easy it is to find 


SI exactly what you 


want. Over 140 pages ot top-brand, -dash stere- 
оз, amps, CD changers, speekers, subwoofers. 
and more, with detailed specs А ехскяме com 
parison charts to help you choose what wor 
est for your vehicle. Catalog FREE 


a Crutchfield, cele- || 


© 


‘Amsoils 32-раде, full 
color retail catalog 
includes a brief overview. 
‘of the company and facts 
5 about synthetic motor ol 


- Features synthetic oils, 
lubes, greasos, and да. 
tives lor al engine арри- 

САД cations. Charts docu- 


ment performance 
i| 


EST CATALOGS" 
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st Catalogs" Kit Car's Best Catalogs" Kit Car's Best Catal 


Car's Best Catalogs™: 


Smithy. 


with the Smithy 
tree-in-ono, lathe- | 
mida. Save ti 
and money, easy | 
to use, versatile 


Complete tooss for | 
metal and woodworking. Make or fix anything out | 
f metal, wood, or plastic. Catalog $2.00 


guaranteed adv. 
tages over com- 
petitive models. 
Over 1,000 fantas- 
tic customers have 
relived the dream 
of the SMM, 427. 

| The rich, timeless design carries alow, affordable 

price tag. Catalog FREE 


Cobra Restorers 
Ltd, is proud to 
announce the 
Cobra Parts Cat- 
од #9, the newest edition. Featured are now 
parts for both replica and original Cobra Road- 
sters, as well as a complete line of Сора lettered 
intakes, valve covers, and oil pans, Catalog #9 
15 $5.00 refundable wih frst $100 oder Catalog $5.00 


Brake, fuel, tra 
‘um pre-bent tube: 
for all Ford, GM, 
and Mopar cars 
and trucks. All lines 
are manufactured 
to original spocii- 
cations on our ONG 
state-of-the-art 

tube berders for 100% accuracy. Stainless steel 

fittings ae an exclusive. Buy direct from the man- 
icture. Best quality, best price, largest selec- 
tion. Gel your 2000 catalog today! Catalog $3.00 


PERFORMANCE AUTO 
WAREHOUSE 


LeCarra has a foe 
пен color catalog 
for 1999 featuring 
their high quality 
steering wheels. 
LeCarra has many 
styles (some 
famous) available 
in lots of sizes, 

Ц and 15 colors, or 


келшы) 
dase te урме | 
ОГЫ 
EE 


for street, strip, they will hand 
stitch your leathert 


Catalog FREE 


oval track, and marine applications. Perfor- 
mance, racing, or stock parts available. Don’ 
rebuild your engine without this catalog! Cat- 
alog $5.95 (U.S. mainland only) 


JC WHITNEY & CO. 


| 


"tems including a 

huge selection of 
accessories to customize your vehicle, Over 4 mil- 
lion applications! Low, low everyday prices! Sale 
prices! Start saving on all your automotive 
needs.. today! Catalog 


| COMPETITION CAMS INC. 


PISA CORP. 


Valvetrain and Ret 
‘erence Catalog 
now available 
Expanded to 268 
pages, it contains 
all of Comp Cams 
latest technological 
advances as well as 
the products you've 
known and trusted 

for 20 years. Get tomorrow's technology today 

with the new 2000 Comp Cams catalog. 


© 


The Big Car 
Book Series; 
New kits 


detailed infor- 
T mation on these books order the FREE catalog of 
the BIG car book series. The BIG Books are sold 
exclusively through PISA & the BIG Car Book 
| Company. PISA - BIG BOOKS. Catalog FREE 


Vintage Alr manu: 
factures a completo 
line of control sys- 
tems. Our completo. 
76-page catalog 65 
{ull of valuable аг 
conditioning and 
heating information 
Catalog $5.00 


POWERHOUSE PRODUCTS 


Ev 


Racer Walsh Co., 
Jacksonville, 
Florida isa lead. 
ing Ford Racing 
warehouse. 2300 
4-cylinder, 302 
and 361 factory- 
пен engines ara 
in stock, Mi 


tang II susp. 
sion bushings, 
and steering racks, plus Wilwood brakes for most 
„| Ford's are stocked. 28 years experience. Ship. 
| worldwide 60-page catalog. Catalog FREE. 


m 
| CANTON RACING PRODUCTS 


© 


pages of innovative. 
products to solve tho. 
oiling and high рег. 
formance needs о! 
the automotive 
enthusiast. Our low. 
ground clearance. 
| | a variety of er 
б 


MID AMERICA 


The real source of 

parts and acces. 

зопов for Volkswa- 

Я еп! Remanufac- 

tured engines and 

transaxle, ignition 

| and electrical com: 

ponents, engine 

rebuild kits, brako 

and suspension 

parts, custom 
Wheels and tires, chassis parts, plus much more. 
‘or your Volkswagen-based kit ca. Catalog FREE 


Howto Order 
'99FALL o circie he number ofeach literature selection you'd like 


‘Complete the information form below 


CATALOG е Erose a check or money order for the tota 


literature fees, plus $2.00 handling fee 


€ СИР & SEND TO: it Car 
SECTION RO. Box 5204 


Pittsfield, MA 01203-5294 
‚ Tony D. Branda $2.00 12. Powerhouse Products 
. Factory Five Racing Inc „ЕВЕЕ 13. Racer Walsh ............ 
. Speedway Motors...........$5.00 +4 Canton Racing 
Crutchfield Corp..............FREE 
. AMSOIL пс FREE 
. Smithy Co. .... «92.00 
. Shell Valley Companies ..FREE 


$5.00 
„FREE LeCarra USA Ltd 


Products ... 
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Classic Tube 
Performance Auto 


Warehouse... 
. Cobra Restorers . 


. JC Whitney & Со. .. 
Competition Cams Inc.. $5.00 
. PISA Corp. .. „FREE 


Vintage Air ... 
. Mid America. 


Total Cost of Catalog(s) $ 
Shipping & Handling $ 


Total Payment Enclosed $ 
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LIFELINER 

Cooper Tire has introduced the 
Lifeliner STE tire which uses 
Cooper's new Pentamax technology. 
Pentamax optimizes five critical 
design arcas: tire shape, tread pat- 
tern, tire compounds, tire construc- 
tion, and craftsmanship. These 
advancements have led to the Life- 
liner, carrying a six-year limited war- 
ranty and a 24-hour Roadside Assis- 
tance Warranty. The STE carries a T 
speed rating and has a tread pattern 
said to provide all-weather traction, 
as well as being quiet. For more infor- 
mation, contact Cooper Tire & Rub- 
ber Со., Dept. KC, 701 Lima Ave., 
Findlay, OH 45840; 800/854-6288; 
Www.coopertire.com. 


THAT'S A SWITCH 
StreetWorks offers these switches 
which are a little out of the main- 
stream for the builder looking for 
something different in the way of 
dash gear. Switches are available in 
various styles, including on/off, 
momentary, small toggles, sleek 
rocker, round and square models. The 
company also offers recessed buttons 
and key-lock switches with removable 


keys. For more 
info, contact 
StreetWorks, 
Dept. KC, P.O. 
Box 270, Bozrah, 
CT 06334; 
860/859-0513. 


WHERE IN 
THE WORLD? 
VDO North 
America’s Audio 
Navigation Divi- 
sion has intro- 
duced the Carin 
522 Interactive 
Car Navigation 
System. It not. 
only provides. 


tarn-by-turn ver- 
bal and visual navigation, it can also 
find the nearest gas stations, restau- 
rants, ATMs, or hotels. The unit 
employs GPS (Global Positioning Sys- 
tem), vehicle speed sensing, and an 
onboard gyroscope to deliver naviga- 
tion accuracy. For more information, 
contact VDO Audio Navigation, Dept. 
KC, 188 Brooke Rd., Winchester, VA 
22604; 800/678-3279, www.vdona.com. 


COBRA GLASS 
Operations Plus has announced 
the availability of windshield replace- 

ment glass for real and replica 
Cobras. The glass is DOT-reted апа 
tinted, and dimensions are based on 
the original frame. Suggested list 
price is $250. For 


more details, 
contact Opera- 
tions Plus, Dept. 
) KC, P.O. Вох 

7 26347, Santa. 
Ana, СА 92799; 
714/962-2776, 


enough to be compatible with fuel- 
injected engines. For more info, con- 
tact Ron Francis’ Wire Works, Dept. 
KC, 167 Keystone Rd., Chester, PA 
19013; 800/292-1940. 


HOT REPAIRS 

Now you can repair cracks, pits, ог 
holes in exhaust manifolds, tailpipes, 
mufllers, and other components sub- 
ject to high temps. Fire Seal 2000 is a 
ceramic-and-stainless-stecl-filled 
putty that doesn’t require mixing. It 
is said to stand up to fuels, oil, and 
other corrosive materials. Fire Seal 
can be applied to rough-surfaced or 
sand-blasted steel, stainless steel, or 
cast iron and, when cured, will with- 
stand temperatures up to 2,000 
degrees F. For more information, con- 
tact Restomotive Laboratories, Dept. 
KC, Р.О. Box 1235, Morristown, NJ 
07962; 800/457-6715. 


SIMPLIFIED SYSTEM 

Ron Francis Wire Works has 
developed this new simplified electri- 
cal system designed for cars without a 
Jot of bells and whistles. The small 
panel has eight fuses, horn relay, 
headlight switch, GM column plugs, 
and printed end color-coded wiring. 
The kit is simple, but complete 


TOUGH TERMS 

‘These durable, all-weather electri- 
cal connectors from Design Engineer- 
ing are designed to improve the qual- 
ity of wiring connections. Tuff-Terms 
use a heat-shrink nylon insulation 
and are available in butt, spade, and 
ring connectors, and male and female 
disconnects. The units are available 
in numerous sizes and are tempera- 
ture stable. For more info, contact. 
Design Engineering, Dept. KC, 36960 
Detroit Rd., Avon, OH 44011; 
216/934-0800. 


PRO- 


CAP 
MSDs 
Pro-Cap 
is a tough 
distribu- 
tor cap 
with ser- 
viceable stainless steel terminals and 
rotor tip. It measures 5 inches in diam- 
eter with 2 inches between each termi- 
nal to prevent spark scatter inside the 
cap. It is injection-molded from DuPont 
Rynite for strength and high dielectric 
properties. The rotor features а deep 
skirt and thick vanes to prevent ioniza- 
tion. The cap comes with a screw-down 
retainer to keep plug wires firmly con- 
nected. For more information, contact 
MSD Ignition, Dept. KC, 1490 Henry 
Brennan Dr., El Paso, TX 79936; 
915/857-5200, www.msdignition.com. 


a conve 
nient, 
small 
device that will jump-start a car bat- 
tery through the vehicle's cigarette 
lighter. Is a one-time use item that 
is safely discarded after use. It does 
not contain any dangerous chemi- 
cals. The company says it takes only 
about five minutes to charge a 
drained battery, and the unit will 
remain fully charged for three years. 
For more details, contact Future 
Labs, Dept. KC, 123 S. Broad St., 
Ste. 1910, Philadelphia, PA 19109; 
888/STARTME; www.startmeup.com. 


SHOCKING DEVELOPMENT 
Edelbrock keeps adding more and 
more applications to its Performer IAS 
shocks. They feature a patented Iner- 
tia Active System which gives a vehi- 
де responsive handling and a smooth 
ride. The system differentiates 
between wheel and chassis movement 
for an unmatched ride. IAS shocks 
also react faster than electronically 
controlled units to afford precise vehi- 
де control and stability in all condi- 
tions. For more info, contact Edelbrock 
Corp., Dept. KC, 2700 California St, 
‘Torrance, CA 90503; 310/781-2222. 


MIDDLE MANAGEMENT 

FP Performance introduces the 
SEFISLO Engine Management sys- 
tem, with state-of-the-art electronics 
to allow precise control of an EFT 
engine's tuning. The system is a 
bank-to-bank fuel-injection style with 
a sequential EFI upgrade available as 
an option. It is a closed-loop system 
with a wide band oxygen sensor which 
allows it to adjust injector pulse width 
to match user-programmed air/fuel 
ratios. For more details, contact FP 
Performance Products, Dept. KC, One 
Equion Dr., Ashland, MS 38603 
614/478-7572. 


HOT ROD POWER 

Hot Rod magazine has joined 
forces with Interstate Batteries to cre- 
ate a line of performance-car batter- 
ies. The batteries are built with a new 
Pinnacle Plus Technology which is 
said to offer 22 percent more battery 
life, They employ a negative plate 
paste expander to improve acid circu- 
lation plus a sodium sulfate additive 
to help the battery more readily 
accept a charge and hold it longer. 
‘The grid alloy has also been enhanced. 
with a specially formulated silver cal- 
cium, which results in increased per- 
formance and service life. For an 
Interstate Batteries dealer in your 
area, сай 800/CRANK-IT, or visit 
www.inierstatebatteries.com. KC 
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THE BOX WAS TOPS 

Now that SUVs have become the 
weapon of choice for upwardly mobile 
suburban road warriors, it's пісе to 
look back and realize that the kit car 
industry was way ahead of the trend. 
Sporty station wagons are a genre of 
their own, with the Volvo P1800ES, 
Vega GT wagon, and Aston-Martin 
DB-5 and DB-6 Shooting Brake com- 
ing immediately to mind, And mini- 
vans had been built by VW and Fiat 
long before Chrysler picked up on the 
concept. But our feature kit this issue 
was a true predecessor to the current 
crop of attractive, sporty SUVs, just 
in a smaller, more practical size. It 
was called the Brubaker Box. 

Curt Brubaker was an industrial 
designer with a company called The 
Brubaker Group. He had graduated 
from Art Center College of Design in 
California, and spent time at General 
Motors before going out on his own. 
As he looked around the Southern. 
California car scene of the early "70s, 
he saw the popularity of two niche 
vehicles. One was the VW Beetle, 
which was practical, easy to park, fun 
to drive, solidly built, and inexpen- 
sive. The other was the van which, 
although great for ferrying people and 
stuff around, was large, visually 
unappealing, and awkward to park 
and drive. The Brubaker Box was an 
attempt to meld the two into a mod- 
ern transportation module. 

The initial concept was that the 
Box would be a kit car based on the 
VW Beetle chassis and running gear. 
At some point in the design process, 
Brubaker became wary of the kit 
industry and decided there was more 
of a market for fully assembled Boxes 
on new VW running gear. This would 
later prove to be the project's undoing. 

‘The Box itself was an incredibly 
appealing shape that still looks futur- 
istic today. The van-like body was very 
close in overall width and height to the 
Bug on which it was based, but had 
much more interior room for hauling 
surfboards, surfers, beer coolers, 
motorcycles, and other necessities of 
life in Southern California, circa 1972. 

‘Approaching from the driver side, 
onlookers would be surprised by the 
lack of any sort of door. Ingress was 
by a single large sliding door on the 


kitear@petersenpub.com 


By Harold Pace 
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passenger side. When opened, it 
would pop out and then slide back 
along a groove on the roof. This 
allowed it to clear curbs, but not slide 
out far enough to bang into neighbor- 
ing vehicles. The idea behind the sin- 
gle door was to make the body stiffer, 
and thereby safer in a crash. The 
box-like construction resulted in more 
interior room. An L-shaped couch in 
back provided seating for three, and 
the front seats were buckets. The 
back and passenger-side front seats 
were quickly removable for hauling 
larger objects. And the body was 
made with double-wall construction 
to reduce road noise. 

‘The downsides included limited 
visibility and an odd seating position. 
The front seats were only a little for- 
ward of their position in the Beetle, 
yet the windshield started at the 
front bumper 3 feet away. This gave 
the feeling that you were steering 
from the back seat. And the rearward 
placement restricted visibility of over- 
head traffic signals. The pedal assem- 
bly was relocated forward from the 
standard position and the steering 
column was shortened. And, although 
the new body reduced the Beetle's 
susceptibility to side winds, the heav- 
ier Brubaker was slightly slower than 
a stock VW. 

‘There were also plans for future 
improvements that were never built, 
including а roof-mounted storage bin 
that converted into a small boat. 
Optional interior modules were 
planned that would have featured. 
hide-away beds, storage units, and 
cooking appliances. 

Although great plans were laid for 
production and much favorable atten- 


tion was bestowed by the media, the 
Brubaker Box project collapsed. 
Although VW had at one time 
expressed interest in supplying chas- 
sis for the project, they relented, 
which would have required Brubaker 
to buy new Beetles and remove the 
bodies (to sell to repair shops) before 
embarking on construction. This 
pushed the price beyond the antici- 
pated $3,600 to $4,000, so only a 
reported three original Brubaker 
Boxes were made before the project 
was scuttled in 1972. 


RESURRECTION 
Just when it looked like the project 
was a goner, the kit car industry 
stepped in and saved the day. The 
rights to the Brubaker Box were 
bought by AutoMecca Industries in 
‘Tujunga, California, in 1973. 
Renamed the Roamer Sports Van, it 
differed in a few details from the origi- 
nals. They were offered in a wide 
range of gelcoat colors and interior 
fabrics, including plaids, floral prints, 
and paisleys (now back in fashion 
after a long absence). Front seats were 
usually stock VW or Hunter custom 
buckets. The windshields were Pinto, 
and the front lights, rear window, and 
side glass were from the AMC Grem- 
lin. The rear lights were Toyota. 
Unlike the Brubaker Box, the 
‘Roamer could be bought in kit or 
completed form for $2,200 to $5,500. 
Engine access was difficult in early 
versions, but a hinged cover for ch: 
ing oil was contemplated. Access from! 
the single side door proved to be ап 
ity, and ventilation 
from the sliding side windows was 
marginal. This was helped by remov- 
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Alexander, who is the Brubaker Box 
guru, and he has a cool Web page to 
prove it (www.brubakerbox.com). His 
Box is named Rutabaga and was built 
by АшоМесса on a '67 VW chassis. 
Interestingly, the paperwork that 
came with it indicated that it was 
built in Redondo Beach, California. 
Another location for the mobile 
AutoMecea company? Rutabaga is sil- 
т with black trim, and Rick and his 
family are working on restoring it to 
like-new. And he has other great 
news—he has found and purchased 
the AutoMecca molds! So maybe the 
Box will be back again...good old kit 
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ing the sunroof, which was held in by 
six rubber hooks. Energy-absorbing 
bumpers were made of fiberglass and 
industrial plywood. 

By 1977, a reorganized AutoMecca 
had moved to Chatsworth, California, 
under the ownership of President 
Mike Hansen, They had apparently 
built about 35 cars in the ensuing four 
years and were ready to get more seri- 
ous about production. They offered to 
custom-build Roamers to the cus- 
tomer's specifications for under 
$6,000, but this did not include a VW 
donor car. Bare-bones kits now 
started at $2,800, with a deluxe model 
going for $3,950."Options included 
stereo systems, custom ice chests, and 
porthole windows for the sides. 

A little known fact is that the 
Roamer was also offered on the VW 
‘Thing chassis which provided more 
ground clearance for occasional off- 
Toad use. There was even a proposed 
Baja Box, which was an off-road rac- 
ing versio of the Roamer (a standard 
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If you want to put one together, buy a model. 


If you want to drive one, buy the best. The Superformance 427 5/С. Complete and fully assembled 


Imagine an original Асе 
ми off the container 
ship, complete except 
foe ende Ване 
sion, waiting for a Ford 
V8 to be shochorned under 
the hood, transforming it into the 
legendary Cobra. That is precisely how the Superformance 427 $/Сз 
are shipped to this country, and how they are delivered to jou. 

427 SICS are meticulously engineered and crafted 
lly assembled and complete, except for 
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Superformanc. a 
reproductions of the original, ful 
engine and transmission. 

: No expense is ever spared in recreating these legendary cars. We 
use only the highest quality new parts and accurate fitments Ще cast 
alloy rims (Tiigo), genuine instrumeats, leather seating, full weather 
‘equipment and more, all as 
pce e (COT КО 
love the legend as much as ] 
eere TIU 
great lengths to build the 
most accurate and highest 
quality replicars in the world. 
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To speak directly tothe dealer nearest uu 


Апу: uu. saperfarmanct.com 


cis nothing else to buy. Шу 


bur seemed to be. In the 
long run, you'll spend more on а 
kit than on a new Superformance 
47. 

With only average skill and 
ordinary mechanics tools, you'll 
be on the road in a matter of 
hours. At just $34,800 (without 
engine and transmission), you can 
afford the car and the model. 
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ои buy a kit, you could end up 
extra time and money searching for parts that arent 
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Complete Replicas 
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IE MAKE DREAMS HAPPEN” CALL OR LURITE TODAY AND 
DISCOVER НОШ LITTLE IT COSTS FOR YOU TO ОШМ AND 
DRIVE ONE OF OUR PERFORMANCE CLASSICS 
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биг street rods retain all the 
nostalgia; but 

incorporate : 

today’s 

performance 

and handling 

technologies. 


r jaguars are truly a breed 
apart with 

amazing 

attention to 

detail. These 


remarkable 
cars live | 


